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JUSTICE NEWS & HOMELESS BLUES IN THE BAY AREA 


Food Not Bombs: Power and 


by Lydia Gans 


ews of bread riots in Egypt and — 


Haiti, pictures of starving children 

in parts of Africa, and pleas for 
more funding for world food programs are 
broadcast widely. The fact that there are 
people here in the United States, many of 
them children, who are malnourished and 
go to bed hungry night after night is hid- 
den from view. 

What the world sees is rich Americans 
dining ostentatiously in elegant restau- 
rants and shopping in upscale stores and 
neighborhood markets for quality food, as 
well as exotic delicacies. 

Meanwhile, poor people have to line up 
at church doors to be handed a bag of sta- 
ples, surplus commodities and packaged 
processed food. Or they are served a filling 
but minimally nutritious meal in a setting 
that looks and feels like some kind of insti- 

tution — and often, only after they have 
been required to listen to a sermon and 
declare themselves properly humble. 

Last November, Food Not Bombs in 


the East Bay began to pick up unsold food © 


from the new Whole Foods Market and 
distribute it in a public space in downtown 
Oakland. Our motivation was to expose 
the growing inequity in our society, evi- 
denced by the fact that people were going 
hungry while there was plenty of good 
food that was being thrown away. 

We were also aware that some cities in 
the United States were actually criminal- 
izing people who provided food to the 
poor. Las Vegas and other municipalities 
have passed ordinances making it illegal 


by Mike Rhodes 


n May 12, homeless residents 
and their allies won a signifi- 
cant victory in Fresno, 
California. U.S. District Judge 
Oliver W. Wanger ruled that the City of 
Fresno’s practice of immediately seizing 
and destroying the personal possessions of 
homeless residents violates the constitu- 
tional right of every person to be free 
from unreasonable search and seizure. 
“The question is no longer whether the 
City will have to pay damages to class 
members, but how much,” said attorney 
Oren Sellstrom of the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights. “Given that many home- 


U.S. Judge Rules Fresno 
Police Sweeps Violated 
Legal Rights of Homeless 


“Given that many homeless people lost everything they 
owned in these illegal sweeps — including their medicines 
and items of tremendous sentimental value — we believe 


the damage award will be significant.” 
— Oren Sellstrom, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 


Food Not Bombs has been serving nutritious meals in People’s Park in Berkeley since 1991. 


to serve food in public places. 

When we decided to give away food in 
Oakland, we were prepared to go to jail, 
as were the two pastors of the First 
Congregational Church of Oakland, where 
we operate one of our regular kitchens. 


less people lost everything they owned in 
these illegal sweeps — including their 
medicines and items of tremendous senti- 
mental value — we believe the damage 
award will be significant.” 

A trial to determine the amount of 
compensation for the homeless people 
who lost their possessions, is scheduled to 
begin on June 10. It is expected to.take six 
weeks and the judgment has the potential 
of being the largest ever awarded in a case 
of this nature. There are more than 240 
plaintiffs in this class-action lawsuit. 

“The Court’s ruling in this class-action 
lawsuit makes it clear that our Constitution 
protects the rights of everybody, rich or 
poor,” said attorney Michael Risher of the 


Ree 


But we were not arrested and we have 
been giving away two or three carloads of 
food every Thursday morning since the 
end of November 2007. There are always 
a half dozen shopping carts filled with 
bread and pastries — quality stuff, not 


Oren Sellstrom of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights announces a class- 


Food to the People 
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soft white bread and Hostess cup cakes! 
We give away packages of fruits and 
vegetables cut up for convenient serving, 
prepared items and dairy products just 
past the pull date or in damaged contain- 


See Food Not Bombs page 11 


action lawsuit against the City of Fresno for destroying homeless people’s property. 


ACLU of Northern California. “It should 
send a strong message to other cities 
throughout our country that if they violate 
the rights of their most vulnerable residents, 
they will be held accountable.” 

Six plaintiffs provided testimony in the 
case, Kincaid v. City of Fresno, on behalf 
of the entire class, which includes all 
homeless people in Fresno who had their 


property seized and destroyed by the City 
or by the California Department of 
Transportation. The case was brought by 
the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Northern California, and the firm of 
Heller Ehrman LLP. 


See Important Legal Victory page J 1 
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Berkeley’s Funding Cuts Jeopardize Quarter Meal 


In light of the serious cuts to 


the quarter meal, many are 
asking why Berkeley offi- 
cials aren’t living up to their 
progressive reputation. 
Where is their compassion? 


by Maureen Hartmann 


he unfortunate struggle over the 

City of Berkeley’s funding cuts to 

the Berkeley Food and Housing 

Project still goes on, and so far, it doesn’t 

look like the side of compassion for the 
poor is winning the battle. 

On June 26, 2007, the long-standing 
quarter meal at Trinity Methodist Church 
lost about $23,500 of its City of Berkeley 
funding for the fiscal year 2007-8. 


After an outcry from the community, — 


that funding was partially restored at the 
October 23, 2007, Berkeley City Council 
meeting when the council agreed to fund 
$8000 to the quarter meal. [See 
“Worthington Works to Overturn Cuts to 
Quarter Meal,” Street Spirit, October 2007.] 

Terrie Light, director of Berkeley Food 
and Housing Project (BFHP), recalled in a 
recent interview that City Councilmember 
Linda Maio had suggested at the October 
23, 2007, council meeting that a working 
group be formed to come up with the 
remaining funds by January 22, 2008. 
Maio was unavailable for comment at the 
time this story went to press. 

In February, the budget item was dis- 
cussed, but not adopted. So this failure to 
fund the quarter meal has been dragging 
on since July 1, 2007. 

BFHP needs at least the same funding 
it received on July 1, 2006, to continue 
feeding poor and homeless people. Light 
said the meal program is now in great 
financial need, and that there is no further 
way for the quarter meal to economize 
without going against the health codes. 

In a recent interview, Berkeley City 
Councilmember Kriss Worthington present- 
ed his understanding of the position of City 
Manager Phil Kamlarz, which he noted he 
did not yet have in writing. Kamlarz’s ver- 
bal position was that the extra $2 million 
that the City of Berkeley has acquired 
through revenues on the sale of several 
buildings should go towards building up the 
reserves, rather than toward funding for 
public services. (With the city’s reserves at 
6 percent, the addition of two million dol- 
lars would make it even higher.) 

Light said, “We (in Berkeley) are not 
in a state of emergency. We’re not like the 
City of Vallejo. At least, according to the 
city manager, the city is in good shape 
financially. It is not on the edge.” 

It is a strange situation in Berkeley right 
now. On the one hand, the mayor and city 
manager have honored through certificates 
of recognition and proclamation those who 
help Berkeley’s poor residents. I have a cer- 
tificate of recognition and appreciation that 
honors Street Spirit for my series of articles 
on “Where to Eat When You’re on the 
Street.” Mayor Tom Bates and City 
Manager Phil Kamlarz signed it. 

Hanging on the wall of Light’s office 
is another City of Berkeley Proclamation. 
It is an appeal to eat out, and a certain per- 
centage of the bill in designated restau- 
rants will go to help the homeless. 

On the other hand, given how they are 
ignoring the plight of the quarter meal, 
Berkeley officials do not seem to want to 
help the hungry and homeless, even when, 
from all appearances, they can well afford 
to do so. 

Light stressed the importance of the 
meal in the struggle against hunger. It 
serves about 130 people Monday through 
Friday. “We have a lot of people come 


The Berkeley quarter meal has been providing daily meals to poor and hungry Berkeley residents since 1970. 


that are seniors, and that are disabled, liv- 
ing on a fixed income,” she said. 

Light emphasized the financial struggle 
that BFHP goes through to provide the 
quarter meal and meals in other programs, 
300 total per day. It costs about $136,000 
per year, including food, rent, and staff 
salaries to run the meal. They must pay the 
staff for training in health codes, such as 
refrigerating the food at certain tempera- 
tures and storing food in particular ways. 

She notes that, even if the City of 
Berkeley were to fund BFHP fully with 
the same amount of money they received 
in 2006, including making up the money 
that was cut since July 1, 2007, there is 
still the problem of inflation. 

“Already, we have to fundraise for the 
program anyway. Even if the city gives us 
all that money, we still have a big gap we 
have to raise every year to keep it fund- 
ed,” she said. “Our program may be a lit- 
tle bit different than many years ago, 
because now we have the meals that get 
cooked in the kitchen and are certified by 
the health department. Many, many years 
ago, when we ran the quarter meal, it was 
run in a church and it was all volunteers. 
The food was donated way back in the 
beginning, 40 years ago, almost. It was 
begun in 1970.” 


by David Bacon 


n the big immigrant marches that 

swept the country on May Day in 

2006 and 2007, one sign said it all: 

“We are Workers, not Criminals!” 
Often it was held in the calloused hands 
of men and women who looked as though 
they’d just come from work in a factory, 
cleaning an office building, or picking 
grapes. 

The sign stated an obvious truth. 
Millions of people have come to this 
country to work, not to break its laws. 
Some have come with visas, and others 
without them. But they are all contribu- 
tors to the society they’ ve found here, not 
people who mean it harm. Again this 
May Day, immigrant workers filled the 
streets, making the same point. 

Yet today the federal government is 
taking actions that make holding a job a 
criminal act. Some states and local com- 


Department of Homeland Security, are 
passing measures that go even further. 
These actions need a reality check. 

Last summer, Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff proposed a 
rule requiring employers to fire any 
worker who couldn’t correct a mismatch 


munities, seeing a green light from the 


Light described the economic difficul- 
ties inherent in the ongoing struggle to pro- 
vide food for Berkeley residents. She said, 
“We are $8,000 over in our spending for 
food for two reasons: One, the cost of food 
is going up; and secondly, we have had 
more people. We’ve had 25 percent more 
people than last year come eat in our pro- 
gram. We think it is because people are 
starting to feel the pinch at the grocery 
store. It’s people who are living on their 
own in housing, that don’t want to have to 
decide between rent and groceries. People 
can count on a full meal there (at the quar- 
ter meal) and we do allow for seconds.” 

Light has two main strategies planned 
for dealing with BFHP’s financial woes. 
First is the fall appeal letter to people in 
the community. Second is the fight to get 
funding restored by the City of Berkeley. 

At present, the struggle seems to be 
losing. At the council meeting on May 20, 
the BFHP budget item was not even on 
the agenda. Light was there with about 20 
clients with bright pink BFHP signs. 

Although the item was not on the 
agenda, BFHP supporters were allowed to 
address the council at the beginning of the 
meeting. A young woman who introduced 
herself as Carmen said she was “new to 
being homeless.” She praised the help she 


“We Are Workers, Not Criminals” 


between the Social Security number 
they’d provided their employer, and the 
SSA database. The regulation assumes 
those workers have no valid immigration 
visas, and therefore no valid Social 
Security numbers. 

With 12 million people living in the 
United States without legal immigration 
status, the regulation would lead to mas- 
sive firings, bringing many industries and 
businesses to a halt. Citizens and legal 
visa-holders would be swept up as well, 
since the Social Security database is often 
inaccurate. 

Under Chertoff, the Bureau of 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
has conducted sweeping workplace raids, 
arresting and deporting thousands of work- 
ers. Many have been charged with an addi- 
tional crime — identity theft — because 
they used a Social Security number 
belonging to someone else to get a job. Yet 
workers using another number actually 
deposit money into that holder’s account, 
and these immigrants will never collect 
benefits their contributions paid for. 

The Arizona legislature has passed a 
law requiring employers to verify the 
immigration status of every worker 
through a federal database called E- 
Verify, which is even more incomplete 
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received from BFHP. She seemed very 
composed in spite of her situation. 

Many in the community are asking 
why Mayor Tom Bates and members of 
the Berkeley City Council aren’t living up 
to their progressive reputation. Where is 
their compassion in this time of great 
poverty and hunger? 

Despite the failure of city officials to 
adequately support the quarter meal, 
women and children who are hungry can 
come to Berkeley Food and Housing 
Project at 2140 Dwight Way in Berkeley 
at noon for a meal any day of the week. 


Support the Quarter Meal 


To help financially in the struggle, 
send checks made out to BFHP to Terrie 
Light, Executive Director, 2140 Dwight 
Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. To donate 
by credit card, go to www.bfhp.org and 
click on the paypal button. 

To help with your personal presence, 
come to the upstairs council room-in 
Berkeley Unified School District at 
2134 Martin Luther King at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 10, to speak at a public 
hearing on the budget for fiscal year 
| 2007-8. Come to the council meeting on 
June 17 at 7 p.m. in the same place. 


and full of errors than Social Security. 
They must fire workers whose names get 
flagged. And Mississippi passed a bill 
making it a felony for an undocumented 
worker to hold a job, with jail time of one 
to 10 years, fines of up to $10,000, and 
no bail for anyone arrested. Employers 
get immunity. 

Congress is now debating two bills, 
the SAVE Act and the New Employee 


Verification Act, that would require simi- | 


lar use of the E-Verify database. 

In 1986, the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act made it a crime, for the first 
time in our history, to hire people without 
papers. Defenders argued that if people 
could not legally work, they would leave. 
Life was not so simple. 

Undocumented people are part of the 
communities they live in. They will not 
simply go, nor should they. They seek the 
same goals of equality and opportunity that 
everyone else in our country believes in. 


For most, there are no jobs to return to 


in the countries from which they’ ve 
come. Rufino Dominguez, an Oaxacan 
community leader in Fresno, said, “The 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
made the price of corn so low that it’s not 


See We Are All Workers page 1] 
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Parking Meters Are a Ploy to Banish the Poor 


by Paul Boden, Western Regional 
Advocacy Project 


he current hot trend in addressing 
homelessness in America’s cities 
is, Once again, removing panhan- 

dlers from downtown corridors. 

Lately the Bush administration, 
through its Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, has lauded Denver, 
Colorado, and its 10-year planning 
process for coming up with one of the “20 
Major Innovations” this year. 

The major innovation that President 
Bush is so enamored with? Convincing 
people to put change in old parking 
meters that the City then collects for 
United Way, rather than giving alms 
directly to people who are panhandling. 

Clearly, another case of “Mission 
Accomplished!!” 

These panhandling meters are to home- 
lessness what weapons of mass destruc- 
tion were to the invasion of Iraq: a public 
relations ploy to achieve a government 
policy objective. Just as the Iraq invasion 
was really about oil for multinational cor- 
porations, these dumb-ass meters are real- 
ly about removing poor people from 
downtown commercial areas. 

Denver officials told the San Francisco 
Chronicle that the meter program there 
has not been very lucrative in raising 
money for homeless services, but panhan- 
dlers have seemed to disappear where the 
meters went up. Not to be deterred by 
facts, Team Bush has declared amazing 
results in Denver: $15,000 raised and a 92 
percent reduction in panhandling. 

Plans are to get “more businesses to 
adopt meters” (at $1,000 a pop) and to hire 
local artists to spiff them up and make them 
more “visible and attractive,” which, when 
you think about it, raises an interesting 
question. If the initial crop of meters got rid 
of 92 percent of the panhandlers, why both- 
er putting up a nicer, prettier version? 
Wouldn’t a pit bull design be more appro- 
priate for that hard core 8 percent with the 
audacity to still be in public space? 


How about promoting 
real change, instead of 
just collecting it? 


by TJ Johnston 

Try saying this without laughing: 
“Homeless parking meters.” 

Thought you couldn’t. 

Images of dispossessed meters, proba- 
bly jumping on freight trains and living 
in hobo encampments like a scene from 
“OQ Brother, Where Art Thou,” are easily 
conjured. 

Actually, these meters, donated by San 
Francisco’s parking department and 
painted orange, are the latest instruments 
city officials want to use to dissuade peo- 
ple from donating spare change directly 
to the unhoused — and keep panhandlers 
out of sight. The nickels, dimes and quar- 
ters that people feed into them would be 
disbursed to agencies serving homeless 
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“Mission Accomplished!” This photo collage shows the links between George Bush 


and the installation of orange panhandling parking meters in San Francisco. 


It’s ironic. The feds created homelessness with draconian 
cuts to subsidized housing, and now it’s the local govern- 
ments that are panhandling with meters and arresting 
homeless people for sleeping outdoors. 


Not concerned with contradictions and 
illogical facts, other cities are following 
suit. Baltimore installed some panhan- 
dling meters with similar “no money but 
damn, those immobile, inanimate objects 
sure do scare away panhandlers!” results. 

And now San Francisco has announced 
plans to launch yet another in a long line 
of anti-panhandling campaigns, following 
this “innovative model.” 

Cities and people are vexed with the 
realities of increasing income disparities 
and homelessness, but has the Bush 
administration developed any meaningful 
or substantive policy plans to address 


Chump Change from a Nickel-and-Dime Scam 


people. This oh-so-bright idea got front- 
page treatment in the San Francisco 
Chronicle on May 13. 

Jen Friedenbach, executive director of 
the Coalition on Homelessness, said she 
thought the story read like a parody from 
The Onion. A photo of local homeless- 
ness czar Dariush Kayhan leaning on a 
model meter accompanied the story. 

The intent is to prop a dozen meters 
along touristy stretches of Market Street 
and Van Ness Avenue in hopes of getting 
out-of-towners and locals to plink coins 
in them. The message on the meter would 
read, “Be a part of change, don’t give 
change.” 

In 1998, the merchants of Upper 
Market and Castro posted a similar mes- 
sage in participating stores: “Create 
change. Don’t hand it out.” 

My, what clever wordplay. 

In 2003, the S.F. Hotel Council funded 
a slick campaign using billboards that 
equated panhandling with perpetuating 
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either income disparity or homelessness? 

Besides spending the past seven years 
requiring local communities to write 10- 
Year Plans to End Homelessness, while 
gutting funding for affordable housing and 
treatment services, what the hell have these 
guys done? They write blank checks to the 
military-industrial complex, putting us all in 
massive, never-before-seen levels of debt. 
They dole out Corporate Welfare that 
would require all of us spending 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, putting 
all our money into panhandling meters to 
match even a fraction of it. 

They are currently working in 


drug abuse and sexual diseases. One sign 
read, “Today I did Tai Chi, donated some 
change and helped spread STDs.” 

Are you splitting your sides yet? 

Denver is one of six U.S. cities with 
these homeless meters. This Colorado 
city — which figures its local homeless 
population to be at least 3,900 — 
installed them last year. How much 
money did they yield? About $15,000. 

Considering it takes up to $54,960 by 
the Providence Network’s estimates to | 
maintain one homeless person with food, 
shelter and emergency services, that kind 
of take sounds like chump change. 

Before San Francisco starts this nick- 
el-and-dime operation, city officials need 
to figure out its cost-effectiveness. How 
much would installation cost? Will park- 
ing enforcers be on the clock when they 
empty the meters? How much would the 
PR director of such a campaign charge? 

Better yet, how about promoting real 
change, instead of just collecting it? 
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Congress to redefine the federal definition 
of who is homeless, so as to reduce the 
U.S. population of homeless people down 
to the 700,000 people they claim it to be 
(the 900,000 children listed as homeless 
in our public schools by the Department 
of Education will disappear quicker than 
the panhandlers in Denver). 

And they bail out the bankers while 
millions of middle- and low-income peo- 
ple are losing their homes to foreclosure. 

Team Bush praises panhandling meters 
as an “Innovative Solution” to homeless- 
ness, and they spend millions of dollars fly- 
ing their henchman around the country to 
promote this and other “innovative” ideas, 
like using police as outreach workers. 

It’s ironic. The feds created homeless- 
ness with draconian cuts to subsidized 
housing, and now it’s the local govern- 
ments that are panhandling with meters 
and arresting homeless people for sleep- 
ing outdoors. 

San Francisco is faced with a $300 
million deficit, and has told service 
providers to anticipate a 20-to-30 percent 
reduction in the number of clients they 
will be able to serve next year. Many pub- 
lic health and homeless programs that 
have been serving thousands of poor peo- 
ple every year will be forced to close. 

Yet six months ago, Mayor Newsom 
found $200,000 to invest in a Homeless 
Coordinator who needed to do something 
or risk being seen as irrelevant in the face 
of serious budget cuts. Presto, an innovative 
new idea “to see if we can save some lives 
out there.” Panhandling Parking Meters!! 

Now, the mayor wants another $500,000 
for two jail cells in a new “Community 
Justice Center” to detain people arrested for 
minor nonviolent offenses (i.e., panhan- 
dling). Don’t believe for a second that 


poor people just suddenly “disappear” 
with these seemingly innocuous little anti- 


sleeping, anti-panhandling, anti-loitering 
programs. Local jail cells are overflowing 
with them. 

‘Mission Accomplished,” my ass. 
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Buried Alive in Permanent Lockdown 


California Expands an Inhumane Form of Incarceration Called Supermax 


by Laura Magnani, AFSC 


olitary confinement has always 

been a part of the incarceration 

landscape since the penitentiary 

was first invented in 1790. Though 
prisoners in the original penitentiary were 
housed alone in single cells with very limit- 
ed contact with staff or other prisoners, soli- 
tary has mostly been used for short term 
“disciplinary” purposes. 

Known as “the hole,” or administrative 
segregation, or the “adjustment center,” 
prisoners were isolated when they were 
perceived to be causing trouble. 

In 1971, a new type of prison unit was 
established in the Marion Federal 
Penitentiary in Illinois. Called the 
Management Control Unit, the facility was 
described by one prisoner as a “prison 
within the prison,” and it was the begin- 
ning of a new trend in corrections — the 
building of whole prisons for the exclusive 
purpose of permanent isolation. 

In 1985, there were approximately half a 
dozen such units. By 1997, 45 states, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, and the District 
of Columbia were operating control units. 
In 2002, Human Rights Watch reported that 
almost 2 percent of the U.S. prison popula- 
tion were being held in long-term solitary 
confinement. (Kamel, Rachael, and 
Kerness, Bonnie, The Prison Inside the 
Prison: Control Units, Supermax Prisons, 
and Devices of Torture. American Friends 
Service Committee, 2003). 


THOUSANDS IN LOCKDOWN 


The American Friends Service 
Committee’s criminal justice program, in 
Oakland, has just completed a study of the 
use of supermax prisons in California. 
The results are shocking. 

Though we began by thinking that two 
to four prisons in California had such 
units, the categories of people locked 
down 23-24 hours a day kept expanding 
as we did the research. 

We discovered that there are five secu- 
rity housing units (SHUs) in the state: 
Pelican Bay State Prison in Crescent City, 
California State Prison in Corcoran, the 
California Correctional Institution in 
Tehachapi, High Desert State Prison in 
Susanville, and the Valley State Prison for 
Women in Chowchilla. 

But in addition to the SHUs, which 
house 3,570 men and 72 women, adminis- 
trative segregation still thrives throughout 
the prison system, isolating 7,500 men 

~1 120 women. An estimated 1-2 percent 
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In addition, almost 700 nen are held in 
two kinds of psychiatric lockdown units. 
Also, the adjustment center on death row 
holds 90 men who are either new to the 
row and are being assessed, or are deter- 
mined to be violent or have gang affilia- 
tions, or are considered an escape risk. 

The grand total of all these categories 
means that California incarcerates over 
14,600 people in long-term lockdown on 
any given day. 

STARK CONDITIONS OF ISOLATION 


Although many prisoners in supermax 
units are confined alone in single cells, the 
majority of California prisoners are double- 
bunked in 6-feet-by-10-feet cells, over 23 
hours a day, with very limited contact with 
the outside world and no jobs, education or 
programming of any kind. 

They are either subjected to an “eerie 
silence,” stemming from the cells being 
entirely soundproof, or the opposite: a din 
of constant noise including continuous 
yelling and screaming. 


“Captive” 


Often the cells have no windows and it 
is impossible for a prisoner to know 
whether it is night or day. They eat in 
their cells and are permitted to exercise 
alone in a cage or concrete room for about 
30 minutes, three times a week. 

People are sent to the SHU for deter- 
minate sentences, often as long as a year, 
for specific offenses, including attacking a 
guard, attacking another prisoner, posses- 
sion of a weapon, or drug sales. 

However, they can be sent for an indef- 
inite term if they are validated as a gang 
member. Validation can result from asso- 
ciation with other gang members, regard- 
less of whether a prisoner has engaged in 
any gang activity. 

AFSC’s experience demonstrates that 
prisoners with radical political views, pris- 
oners who demonstrate leadership abilities, 
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and ‘jailhouse lawyers” are often held in 
the SHU — some of them for decades. 

Unlike prisoners remanded to lock- 
down for particular offenses, those given 
indeterminate sentences are prisoners who 
have not actually done anything, but are 
isolated for who they are perceived to be. 

State Senator Gloria Romero, speaking 
before the Senate Select Committee on 
the California Correctional System at a 
hearing on September 15, 2003, said: “A 
validated gang member could conceivably 
spend the rest of his life ina SHU.” 

The Winter 2007 issue of Prison 
Focus, the periodical of California Prison 
Focus, showed the kind of evidence used 
by prison authorities for validating gang 
members. As Victor C. Rodriguez said, 
“At any time, officers search cells and are 
instructed to confiscate our art, Nahuatl 


Art by Patrick Wolf from: The View from Here, published by the S.F. Coalition on Homelessness 


studies, and any Nahuatl literature. The 
reason, we’re told: ‘gang-related.’ This is 
nothing but culture deprivation, as well as 
racial discrimination.” 

According to the California Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 
California uses a point system in its “formal 
validation investigation.” An institutional 
gang investigator gathers the “evidence.” 
As few as three sources or points of evi- 
dence can validate a person. After gathering 
the evidence, the investigator will sit down 
with the prisoner and discuss nonconfiden- 
tial information, which the prisoner can 
then attempt to rebut. 

Our research paints a somewhat more 
arbitrary picture. The use of the “gang” 
label by prison authorities is fraught with 
racial stereotyping and political repres- 
sion. What is sometimes labeled a gang 
could be a group of activist prisoners who 
are organizing on their own behalf. 

To be released from one of these units 
and be placed in general population in a 
prison, a person must go six years without 
anything considered gang contact or gang- 
related activity. Alternately, he or she could 
“debrief” with department officials about 
his or her gang experience. This is often 
seen as snitching and comes with huge risks 
to the person “giving evidence.” 

As with all coerced situations, despera- 
tion can cause people to say anything, or 
implicate anyone, just to find relief. As 
human rights advocates have maintained 
throughout history, reliable information 
does not come from torturing suspects. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


It is the position of the American 
Friends Service Committee that long-term 
solitary confinement is ineffective and 
inappropriate in all circumstances. To that 
end, the AFSC is embarking on a national 
STOPMAX campaign. 

However, understanding that signifi- 
cant social change takes time, and that 
violence within prisons is a serious prob- 
lem, we propose a series of interim steps 
that should be taken as soon as possible to 
reduce the use of isolation, and to increase 
oversight and due process. 

1. Wherever solitary confinement is 
used in government-run institutions, or in 
privately owned prisons, an independent 
body must be in place to monitor conditions 
and report publicly about its findings. 

2. No juvenile should be held in soli- 
tary confinement conditions for longer 
than 24 hours. 

3. No person, of any age, with a history 
of, or symptoms of, mental illness should 
be held in solitary confinement. 

4. All persons placed in isolation, 
either for disciplinary reasons or for 
administrative control, must be given due 
process in a timely manner, and must be 
represented by counsel, be allowed to see 
the evidence against them, have proceed- 
ings recorded, and have their cases 
reviewed every six months. 

5. Prisoners held in protective custody 
should have access to the full range of 
programming, privileges, visits and other 
activities available to people in the gener- 
al prison population. 

6. Transitional units should be estab- 
lished to enable prisoners to come out of 
isolation and prepare for life on the main- 
line or life on the outside. 


Readers can obtain a free copy of the full 
report, “Buried Alive: Long-Term Isolation 
in California’s Youth and Adult Prisons,” by 
sending their name and address and $1.34 in 
postage to the American Friends Service 
Committee, 1730 Franklin St. #212, 
Oakland, CA 94612, attention: Laura. To 


~ get involved in the campaign, contact Naima 


Black, (215) 241-7137, nblack @afsc.org. 
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The Explosive Rise of Imprisonment and Homelessness 


Prisons and homelessness 
are botu ways to contrain 
and control the victims of 
the economic system. 


by Tim Harris, Real Change 


{he statistics relating to incarcera- 

tion and homelessness seem too 

bizarre to be real. What is spent on 
prisons dwarfs the budget for education 
and other forms of social support. 

One in 99 Americans is behind bars. A 
Black male high school dropout has a 
two-in-three chance of being incarcerated 
by age 35. For white dropouts, the rates 
are around one in ten. 

From 1980 to 1999, state prisoners 
incarcerated for drug-related offenses 
increased twelve-fold. Federal drug war 
prisoners went up fourteen-fold. In major 
cities such as Los Angeles and San 
Fransisco, the homeless population is 30- 
50 percent formerly incarcerated. 

A prison boom that began in the 1970s 
increased incarceration rates — rates that 
had remained mostly steady for five 
decades — seven-fold. Fully half of those 
in prison are Black. In the state of 
Washington, African Americans make up 
3.2 percent of the general population, but 
19.4 percent of the prison population. 
Latinos and Native Americans are also 
disproportionately imprisoned. 

A new misdemeanor jail facility in the 
Seattle area is proposed to be built by 
2012. A 440-bed jail will cost $110 mil- 
lion to build and $18.4 million a year to 
maintain. That, for you math buffs, is 
$114.57 per bed night. We keep building 
and filling these things. 

We've been talking about Peter 
Marcuse’s idea that what’s different about 
this period of homelessness is that, due to 
globalization, most of the people who 
have been written off in our economy will 


never be needed again. 

This, Marcuse says, is why federal sup- 
port for poor people’s housing and benefits 
is so pathetic and dwindling still. When 
government and industry believe that the 
unemployed will again be absorbed into the 
labor market, they are maintained. If not, 
they are thrown to the wolves. 

The restructuring of the economy that 
has taken place since the ‘70s, he says, 


has altered power relations. A huge reser- 
voir of unskilled workers and long-term 
unemployed ensures that low-wage work 
remains low-wage. There is a decline in 
the bargaining power of the civil sector 
while the power of elites grows. One 
result is ever-widening gaps in inequality. 

The explosion in incarceration rates 
parallels the modern advent of mass 
homelessness. They both have their roots 


in the economic restructuring that took 
place under globalization. 

Both started at around the same time 
and increased at similar trajectories. Both 
are solutions to the problem of how to 
contain and even profit from those who 
are surplus to the workings of capitalism. 

Harvard researcher Bruce Western has 
focused his work on the relationship 
between incarceration and inequality. He 
finds that incarceration lowers a person’s 
earning potential by 16 percent and deflates 
rates of wage growth by 39 percent. 

Due to the disproportionate numbers of 
African Americans incarcerated through 
the drug war, this has deepened the racial- 
ization of poverty by creating a downward 
spiral of incarceration and reduced eco- 
nomic opportunity. And it’s a widening 
net. Women of color are the fastest grow- 
ing segment of the prison population. 

The Black middle class, however, 
remains largely untouched by the drug war. 
This has driven a wedge through the Black 
community, with those who have the least 
opportunity being criminalized and those 
who have the most often not caring. 

So many restrictions and barriers are 
aimed at those convicted of drug offenses. 
These are restrictions that murderers and 
rapists don’t have. A lifetime ban on federal 
welfare for families (TANF), federal stu- 
dent aid, food stamps, veterans benefits and 
public housing. This is about ensuring that 
a whole class of throw-away people never 
attain the means to get back up. Or vote. 

So long as urban and rural areas with 
high concentrations of unskilled workers 
and devastated economies continue to exist, 
so will the drug trade, which offers both 
oblivion and economic opportunity in one 
convenient package. And so long as there 


are politicians willing to peddle racism and 
fear as a thirst for law and order, we’ ll keep 
packing them off to prison. 


See Tim Harris’ blog at http://apesmasla- 
ment.blogspot.com 


U.S. Economic System Manufactures 
Growing Numbers of Homeless Poor 


by Tim Harris 


he final chapter of Todd Depastino’s extraordi- 

nary book, Citizen Hobo, How A Century of 

Homelessness Shaped America, traces the evo- 

lution of homelessness in America from the 
post-Civil War period forward. 

While post-World War II education benefits for white 
returning Gls, readily available FHA loans for white peo- 
ple, and the Fordist pact between government, business, 
and labor, led to steady reductions in inequality and a ris- 
ing standard of living — primarily for white people — 
and the virtual elimination of homelessness, the 
onslaught of the globalized economy drew what was 
underneath all along out into the open and blew it apart. 

Women, kids, and people of color — those who have 
been most economically vulnerable all along — are the 
big losers in the new social order. The economic gains of 
feminism split across class lines, as did the economic 
progress that followed the civil rights movement. The 
racialization and the feminization of poverty drove 
wedges between the poor and their middle-class allies 
just as homelessness was being reinvented in the context 
of a globalized economy. 

While it is commonly understood that women and chil- 
dren are the largest and fastest growing sector of the home- 
less, and that people of color — and Blacks in particular — 
experience homelessness far disproportionately to their per- 
centage of the population, the Bush administration’s Ten 
Year Plan paradigm narrowly draws our attention to the 
visible poor: the dysfunctional-by-definition 10-15 percent 
of the homeless who have been defined as “chronic.” 

While the obsession with chronic homelessness is rel- 
atively new, the deserving-versus-undeserving-poor 
debate never left us. For years, advocates focused their 
attention on homeless families. While this may have been 
politically expedient, it may have laid the seeds for where 


we now find ourselves. 

Depastino writes, “With their ability to arouse pity 
and inspire protectionist intervention, homeless women, 
especially those with dependent children [became] the 
most recognizable emblems of homeless victimization. 
By contrast, homeless Black and Hispanic men, who 
tended to remain on the streets far longer than their 
female counterparts, raised the specter of an undomesti- 
cated and ‘savage’ masculinity in need of stern control. 
This dual face of homelessness — ‘worthy’ mothers on 
the one hand and ‘unworthy’ men of color on the other 
— governed the most common responses to the crisis: 
calls for charity and government shelters and demands 
for police action against panhandlers and squatters.” 

Over the 1980s and into the ‘90s, Depastino says, lib- 
erals and conservatives fought over the definition of 
homelessness, and for a time, the liberals won. The 
“broad constructionist” approach of focusing on women 
and children as economic victims largely beat out the 
conservative “strict constructionist” strategy of defining 
homeless people as “men who had exchanged the respon- 
sibilities of bread winning for the ‘savage’ dangers and 
freedoms of the streets.” 

I would argue that this “victory” was both temporary 
and illusory. 

I offer the Ten Year Plan paradigm contradiction for 
consideration as a Zen koan. Why would the Bush 
administration — arguably the most hostile administra- 
tion to the interests of poor people since Hoover — take 
upon themselves the “challenge” of ending homeless- 
ness? Even as they continue to slash the federal housing 
budget and other supports to poor people. In what uni- 
verse does this proposition make sense? I propose that 
this, an apparently absurd, unsolvable conundrum, when 
meditated upon diligently, may offer the beginnings of 
enlightenment. 

It’s about redefinition. It’s a thin pretense of a solution 
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that leverages the relatively paltry levels of federal funding 
for homeless services to narrow the advocacy focus to the 
most stigmatized sector of homeless people. It distracts us 
from making the connections to globalization by focusing 
relentlessly on the fucked-up and easy-to-blame poor. 

Also, cities are being re-invented in the post-Fordist 
era as islands of affluence, where those who can afford 
urban living are attracted by the upscale amenities. 
Visible poverty runs counter to the interests of the huge 
investment capital that is at stake in this reinvention. 
There’s an alignment of interests there. This is about 
reducing homelessness in the public imagination to the 
undeserving poor and uncoupling the issue from poverty 
and globalization. 
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by Matthew Curo 


hat is gentrification? Is it 
restoration? Is it the rebuilding 
of a community? Does it bring 


in a large influx of affluent, and up-and- 
coming citizens? Does it benefit an exist- 
ing community by bringing in more job 
opportunities; or does it alienate, dilute, 
degrade, exile and impoverish? 

Tearing down old buildings and replac- 
ing them is one thing; but when the new 
infrastructure means rent increases, condo 
conversions and eviction notices, therein 
lies a question of ethics. Progress 
shouldn’t result in the exclusion of others. 

We live in a society where it’s the sur- 
vival of the fittest, a kind of social 
Darwinism. Gentrification may include 
intentions of change, but the benefits that 
are reaped need to be spread equally. 

For many people, gentrification is a 
positive thing: trendy chic restaurants, 
corporate coffee shops, boutiques, and 
safety where there once was crime. 

Dashka Slater wrote in the July-August 
2007 Mother Jones: “Upscale newcomers 
bring investment, jobs and tax revenue to 
neighborhoods that desperately need 
them, as well as intangibles like the politi- 
cal know-how required to extract money 
and services from urban bureaucracies.” 

Yet, there are limitations on who the 
spring of opportunity washes over. In 
“Community-level Effects of 
Displacement,” a study published in 
Urban Institute, Diane Levy wrote: 
“While the strong market translates into 
increased tax revenues for cities, wealth 
for homeowners, and profit for develop- 
ers, it also presents challenges for people 
who need affordable housing.” 

Social situations such as poverty aren’t 
simply erased because development com- 
panies, city planners and local govern- 
ments want to explore new territories for 
building. If you are poor in or around a 
cosmopolitan area of the United States, it 
seems as if your place in society is met 
with indifference by those with the capital 
muscle. The spaces will be filled by those 
who have the money. 

When rents increase, and people 
receive eviction notices, is the idea of a 
“free-market” society creating positive 
changes within a community? There are 
those who feel that progress is inevitable. 

Writing about gentrification in 
Columbia Heights for DCist.com, Rob 
Goodspeed contended that “people com- 
plaining about gentrification, need to 
wake up to reality.” In a free-market soci- 
ety, Goodspeed wrote, “nobody is guaran- 
teed a right to cheap housing. Urban 
neighborhoods rise and fall in 
quality/value. It’s a big cycle. I think most 
of the people who complain about being 
‘forced out’ are clueless to the normality 
of such urban processes.” 

While an increase in local revenue 
does make for improved local services, 
such as improvements in trash removal 
and infrastructure maintenance, it fails to 
reach locals who’ve already been estab- 
lished in these communities. The benefits 
are limited to the bubble of the upper ech- 
elon. People become restless, as these 
changes come into their lives, and they 
are in danger of becoming displaced. 

Some supporters of gentrification feel 
that urban improvements will remove 
crime, and create a more positive atmos- 
phere. The debate is often heated. Levy of 
the Urban Institute cited this comment 
from DCist.com: “What’s wrong with 
uprooting crime-filled neighborhoods... 
You and your bleeding heart need to stop 
longing for the days of ghettos and start 
appreciating the changes in the city.” 

Displacement breaks communities apart, 
and segregation grows, both racially and 
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Gentrification for the Rich — and for the Poor 


economically, according to Levy. When 
neighborhoods become “revitalized,” there 
is less focus on local nonprofit programs 
which benefit lower-income folks. 

Many poor citizens depend on low-cost 
health clinics, Planned Parenthood pro- 
grams, and after-school programs, which 
may keep kids off the streets. When social 
service programs become more costly, or 
services are cut back or even disappear 
from a local community, an increase in 
problems such as teenage pregnancy, poor 
health, and drug use occurs. 

Despite the negative aspects of urban 
development, there are those who would 
like to see some improvements in a neigh- 
borhood’s economic climate. However, 
these changes don’t necessarily mean that 
The Gap or Banana Republic should sub- 
stitute for Ma and Pa’s BBQ. 

In the Dallas Observer, Jesse Hyde 
explored the issue of gentrification with 
an artist, Brian Gibb, who runs an art 
gallery in Deep Ellum, Texas, an arts and 
entertainment area near downtown Dallas. 

Gibb said, “This place is like a ghost 
town sometimes. We would like to stay 
here forever, but the way things are, it’s 
tough. Something’s got to change.” [See 
the Jan. 17, 2008, article at Dallas 
Observer.com.] Gibb feels that in order 
for his gallery to become successful, there 
needs to be more “foot traffic,” and he 
explains that more development would 
sustain his gallery, and many others. 

The conflict among some residents here 
is that many people want to preserve the 
historic Deep Ellum that “represents what 
Dallas once was,” and don’t want to see it 
greatly changed. While Gibb likes the area, 
and doesn’t want it stifled by corporate 
big-business, he also doesn’t want to have 
to leave to make his gallery thrive. 

Google any corporate development com- 
pany website, and it will explain just how 
beneficial development is to local citizens. 
Their plan to redevelop and create change 
in a city may even be called “Paradise in 
Progress” [see http://www.ccdc.com]. In 
San Diego, an organization known as the 
Centre City. Development Corporation is 
made up of public officials who sought to 
make urban changes in San Diego. 

Centre City Development Corporation 
took advantage of the California 
Community Redevelopment Law, adopted 
in 1962. This law sets the pace for deter- 
mining what “development, reconstruc- 
tion, and rehabilitation is needed and 
desirable.” By using this law as a method 


to create “improved and safer” conditions, 
CCDC boasts the idea of “a restoration of 
community pride.” 

However, improvements and safety 
seem to be only for the elite citizens and 
businesses in San Diego. The local home- 
less and low-income individuals are edit- 
ed out of the picture. 

In an article about a protest of the 
opening of the San Diego Padre’s lavish 
new Petco Park, Rocky Neptun wrote that 
the gentrification practiced by San Diego 
officials came at great cost to the poor and 
homeless residents. [See “San Diego 
Ballpark opens to protest,” San Diego 
Indy Media.org, 17 April 2004.] 

Neptun wrote, “Heralding the opening 
of Petco Park, CCDC publications ignore 
the elimination of service providers and 
facilities for the homeless.” Rather than 
developing affordable housing for poor 
and working people, San Diego officials 
built condominiums for the wealthy. 

Neptun wrote, “In 2003, within the 
city’s core, fifteen upscale condo projects 
added 1,700 units, while 12 new projects 
are underway.” These condos average at 
$250,000 each, and are clearly not afford- 
able to working-class individuals. The 
majority of Petco Ballpark’s $225 million 
development could have been put toward 
building affordable homes and much 
needed homeless shelters. 

In a city devoted to corporate profit, 
Neptun wrote, there are “34,000 families 
waiting for rental assistance, and 15,000 
people waiting for a chance at public 
housing.” Some individuals are on a wait- 
ing list for as long as a decade. 

“Oh, a storm is threatening, my very 
life today, If I don’t get some shelter, Oh 
yeah I’m gonna fade away.” (Jagger/ 
Richards, “Gimme Shelter’). 

Many landlords wish to make more 
money, even if it means increasing rents 
to finance renovations, which may entail 
condo conversion. When Dennis Cox took 
over as landlord of 138 Monte Cresta in 
Oakland, California, he not only added 
new coats of paint and other renovations, 
but he also increased rents by “$381 dol- 
lars a month,” reported Jesse Nathan in 
“Raising the Rent at 138 Monte Cresta,” 
in the May 7, 2008, East Bay Express. 

Many tenants at this Oakland location 
have an average ten years of residence, 
Nathan wrote. The majority of the resi- 
dents believed that Cox’s plan was to 
finance his purchase of the property by 


utilizing rent hikes, and by resorting to - 
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See htip://wraphome.org 


noisy and disruptive building renovations 
and other methods to drive them out from 
their longtime homes. 

The saddest aspect of Cox taking over 
the building may have been the financial 
hardship, terrible stress, and eventual 
death of longtime resident, Marilyn 
Kolakowski. As Nathan reported in the 
East Bay Express, Kolakowski had been 
diagnosed with cervical cancer in 2003. 
She ended up having seven chemotherapy 
treatments, until her cancer went into 
remission in January 2007. 

Cox took over as landlord in May 
2007. By that time Kolakowski had been 
in and out of hospital for months. She 
pleaded with Cox for leniency on the rent 
increase, but he didn’t budge, according 
to Nathan’s report in the Express. 

Instead, Cox gave her one month to 
find another place to move, after which 
she’d become responsible for the rent 
increase. Disruptive renovations were 
happening in the next unit, the intercom 
system was replaced with one that didn’t 
work, and she had to physically go up and 
down the stairs to let her nurse in to 
change her bandages. She moved out by 
mid-December 2007, and died on March 
29, 2008. [See Nathan’s full story at East 
Bay Express News.com] 

Across the bridge from Oakland in a 
predominately Latino community in San 
Francisco’s Mission District, many resi- 
dents have seen changes in their neighbor- 
hood caused by gentrification. Trendy 
upscale restaurants have appeared, “lead- 
ing the neighborhood to be discovered by 
well-to-do patrons,” wrote Keith Pavlik in 
Socialism and Liberation magazine (“San 
Francisco Communities Fight Racism, 
Gentrification,’ March 2006). 

As a result of such a culture shock to 
this mostly Latino, working-class and 
immigrant area, condo conversion is forc- 
ing many small business owners and 
renters to choose where to go next — as a 
means of survival. The Mission has been 
dealing with gentrification since the “Dot 
Com” boom of the 1990s. 

“In addition to the disappearance of light 
industry, small apartment buildings in the 
Mission have been converted to tenancy-in- 
common condos,” Pavlik reported. These 
types of condos are exempt from tenant 
protections in San Francisco, and tenants 
aren’t able to attain their “first right of 
refusal to buy their units and relocation 


assistance or pay, and senior or disabled 


See Gentrification page 7 
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Quality of Life Laws Lock the Poor into Inequality 


Los Angles expands the 
police state and attacks the 
human rights of the poor. 


by Peggy Lee Kennedy 


os Angeles’ Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa came out very strong- 

ly in favor of “Public Safety” in 
the 2008-2009 City budget, which 
includes increasing the Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD) by 1000 cops 
and decreasing other needed services. 

Unfortunately, nested within this Public 
Safety budget is a police budget of over 
$1.3 billion (around one-third of Los 
Angeles’ total budget) that is using our so- 
called scarce resources to criminalize poor 
and unhoused people — resources that 
could be used for real solutions to home- 
lessness or the affordable housing crisis. 

This money is being spent on some- 
thing called “Quality of Life Policing,” a 
policy that evolved partially out of a 
right-wing theory of zero tolerance polic- 
ing called “Broken Windows.” This law- 
and-order crackdown on “quality of life 
crimes” comes from an article by James 
Q. Wilson and George Kelling in the 
March 1982 issue of Atlantic Monthly. 

The Broken Windows policy was made 
popular in New York in the 1990s by 
William Bratton, now chief of the Los 
Angeles Police Department. The basic the- 
ory is that police should address smaller 
offenses of “disorder,” such as panhandling 
or loitering, and then violent crime will 
diminish. This Zero Tolerance/Quality of 
Life policing policy is a form of proactive 
law enforcement that focuses on a business- 
like “bottom line” of reducing crime — and 
it is well known for violating civil rights. 

Our lawmakers now call these laws 
“Quality of Life” enforcement, including 
anti-vagrant laws that make it a crime to 
live in a vehicle or sleep in a park, even 
though these acts may be unavoidable 
because they are done through necessity 
due to poverty, lack of social services, an 
extreme shortage of affordable housing or 
other socioeconomic reasons. 

These Quality of Life laws are specifi- 
cally used to remove poor people, youth 
of color, people viewed as inferior, vehic- 
ularly housed people, and street people 
from a neighborhood. 

New anti-vagrant Quality of Life laws in 
Los Angeles make it illegal to park over- 
sized campers on city streets between 2 and 
6 a.m., and create Overnight [Permit] 
Parking Districts for certain housed people 
in these districts. Older laws used as anti- 
vagrant laws say that no vehicle can be 
parked on a city street for more than 72 
hours, but these laws are used to target only 
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tenants can be evicted,” Pavlik wrote. It’s 
a very dangerous place when people are 
locked into a situation like this. 

In the predominately gay Castro dis- 
trict, gentrification has affected housing 
for people living with AIDS. The Castro 
district has 25 percent of the city’s total 
evictions, according to Pavlik. From 2003 
to 2006, there was a loss of funding for 
housing from the Housing Opportunities 
for Persons with AIDS program. 

There can be no illusion that gentrifi- 
cation affects everyone equally, regard- 
less of their tax bracket, color of skin, 
language, cultural group, sexual orienta- 
tion, or age. The revitalizing of lower- 
income urban neighborhoods separates 
people farther apart from each other. 

The gap between rich and poor citi- 
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certain vehicles or certain people. 

One anti-poor Quality of Life law 
makes it a crime to live in a converted 
garage or “granny shack.” Examples of 
anti-youth Quality of Life laws are curfew 
and truancy laws used to target youth of 
color or youth viewed as a “nuisance.” 

Quality of Life laws and policing are 
especially popular in neighborhoods expe- 
riencing gentrification, including Venice, 
downtown Los Angeles, and Echo Park. 

This form of policing, lawmaking, and 
law application definitely does not protect 
or serve the people who most need to have 
a better quality of life. These laws do the 
opposite and should be renamed IneQuality 
of Life. IneQuality of Life policing dedi- 
cates considerable police resources to fol- 
lowing, tracking, and observing poor peo- 
ple; and to giving tickets to people who 
cannot pay the fines, who cannot easily 
make it to court, or who have done no other 
crime except to be poor, brown, or without 
traditional housing. 

For many unhoused street people, tickets 
turn into warrants and many are then arrest- 
ed — often in sweeps, which is another 
elaborate use of police resources, and a hor- 


rible ordeal for those arrested. Arrested — 


street people regularly lose everything 
when their possessions are thrown away. 
They lose original birth certificates, family 
pictures, medication, Section 8 vouchers 
and irreplaceable belongings. 

They often plead “no contest” instead 
of “not guilty” to get off with time served, 
due to lack of legal representation and a 


lack of knowledge of their rights, accord- — 


ing to a study by the National Coalition 
for the Homeless. They end up with a 


- criminal record, probation, and stay-away 


zens persists. Old homes, which have 
been shelter to generations of families 
and friends, disappear. With their 
destruction comes the demand for more 
materials to construct new buildings, 
which produces more waste. Architecture 
and culture that may have given a neigh- 
borhood unique flavor begins to erode. 

What developers and local gentry 
must realize is that they need to consider 
the needs and include the indigenous res- 
idents in their plan for “improvements.” 
Without the local charm and culture, it’s 
safe to consider that the outside appeal 
would be lost. The preservation of the 
people is a valuable human resource. 

As hexagram 42 of the I Ching says, 
“The meaning here is that through 
renunciation those in high places should 
be bring increase to those below... By 
neglecting this duty and helping no one, 
they in turn lose the furthering of others 
and find themselves alone.” 


Poverty lives next to privilege in Los Angeles. 


Photo by Justice Committee 


orders for areas that have social services 
— like the Venice Family Clinic and 
Saint Joseph’s Bread and Roses Café on 
Rose Avenue in Venice or Skid Row in 
downtown Los Angeles. 

It is a fact that this kind of intensive 
small-offense ticketing, arresting and 
incarcerating of unhoused street people 
costs more than housing them. The Safer 
City Initiative (SCI), which evolved in 
Los Angeles using the consulting assis- 
tance of the “Broken Windows” co-author 
George Kelling, added 50 LAPD officers 
in Skid Row — an area of only .85 square 
miles. The estimated cost of just the 50- 
officer SCI Task Force in Skid Row is 
about $6 million per year. 

The City budgeted $5.7. million out of 
the same General Fund for homeless shelter 
and services for the entire City. [See 
“Policing Our Way Out of Homelessness?” 
September 2007, Professor Gary Blasi, 
UCLA School of Law.] 

Our elected officials know all this, but 
do not appear to care. They do nothing to 
stop the ongoing propaganda campaign of 
fear that helps to justify these laws (sound 
familiar?). And, in fact, they even cater to 
the civilian hate-mongers (who call them 
over and over with complaints) by creat- 
ing more IneQuality of Life laws. 
Meanwhile, we, the taxpayers, are all pay- 
ing for a system that does not work. 

IneQuality of Life policing simply 


by Katherine Beltran 


rassroots solutions that solve the 

problems of unemployment and 

poverty are present in our hearts, 
minds and capabilities. My story isn’t my 
own, but that of two women who are lov- 
ing, thoughtful and willing to work for 
solutions that can help solve the crisis of 
poverty-stricken people in the Edst Bay. 

The two women are Bishop Edwina 
and Pastor Belinda. These women are self- 
less in their efforts to start a job training 
program called REACH. They are women 
helping the homeless and the poverty- 
stricken — they are helping me. 

REACH was but a dream, a thought, a 
struggle (and it’s still a struggle), but 
with their selflessness, they are making it 
happen. I was there today with one other 
woman who is determined to have a bet- 
ter future. We arrived at the building not 
knowing what to expect; in fact, the other 
lady showed up just for an interview, not 
knowing she was actually coming to 
work. With tears of happiness, we left 
knowing that life has hope, and we are 
now determined to do our best. 


Transforming Lives, Building Hope 


does not work to solve homelessness. It 
violates people’s civil rights and can lead 
to costly litigation. It is helping to erode 
our U.S. Constitution and, bottom line, it 
iS very expensive. 

Also, when an unhoused person has a 
criminal record, it increases the barriers to 
finding housing and shelter. Section 8 hous- 
ing applications require a credit check and a 
background check. If a person has a bank- 
ruptcy, a prior eviction, or a misdemeanor, 
they can pretty much forget it. 

Now where are people supposed to go 
when there is no affordable housing or 
proper shelter system, when laws are 
aimed at banishing them citywide, and 
they have been given a criminal record 
using IneQuality of Life policing? 

Should they live in jail or just die? As 
a matter of fact, they do. People are dying a 
homeless on our streets more often than 
we know, because it is not publicized, and 
poor people increasingly are being housed 
in jails and prisons while we are paying to 
build more. It is a vicious cycle of a grow- 
ing fascist police state that the workers are 
funding — and the only true beneficiaries 
of this system are the big corporations and 
greedy land developers. Except some of 
us do not want to live in a corporate fas- 
cist police state. 

Many people do not recognize all the 
signs that say, “No Poor People Allowed,” 
as being part of a fascist state. Maybe we 
really are turning into mindless robots con- 
trolled by the state. Or maybe we all just 
need to turn off the TV more, care for each 
other more, chant more, and find peace 
within. And there is value in holding hands 
and singing, “We Shall Overcome,” but | 
do believe people have to struggle to be 
aware of and resist the petty fear and intol- 
erance we are being conditioned to feel. 

Let’s help each other to remember that 
all human beings deserve the basic rights 
of healthy food, decent shelter, and free- 
dom of movement. Write, call, tell the 
City Council, the mayor and everyone to 
oppose IneQuality of Life policing. 

Basic rights should not just belong to 
the chosen few or the high-class criminals 
who can afford a good legal defense. That 
is why we call it Human Rights — not 
rights for the few who have property, 
power and privilege. 


The Justice Committee and Media Group 
works to document abuses of human rights in 
Venice, Santa Monica and Los Angeles. 4 
Contact justicecommittee @ fastmail.fm 


The dream started even before the 
church: the dream of a ministry of trans- 
forming lives, building hope, building 
futures. The dream of helping the down- 
trodden, cutting crime, giving hope to the 
hopeless, helping the helpless, training the 
untrained, retraining the dislocated worker, 
building self-esteem, loving the unloved, 
remembering the forgotten, caring for 
those that don’t care no more. 

Bishop Edwina wants to introduce 
you to Reach Fellowship International 
and asks for the support of the communi- 
ty as we unfold a janitorial training com- 
plete with a place to learn and instructors 
to teach. I want to promote this grass- 
roots program that started from Bishop 
Edwina’s experience and dream — 
something put in her heart by her higher 
power. The beginning has arrived and the 
end is nowhere near. 

Please contact REACH in Berkeley at 
(510) 845-9862 if you want to take advan- 
tage of this training program or have a 
desire to help us help others. We thank the 
community for supporting our efforts to 
give to those who have nothing. We want 
to create solutions that really solve. 
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iolent Crimes Against Homeless People on the Rise 


Growing intolerance towards people living on the street leads to assaults and murders 


by Tulin Ozdeger, National Law 
Center on Homelessness & Poverty, 
Corey Yarbrough and Michael Stoops, 
National Coalition for the Homeless 


Washington, D.C. — The National 
Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) and the 
National Law Center on Homelessness & 
Poverty (NLCHP) recently released the 
2007 report on the epidemic of hate 
crimes and violent attacks against home- 
less Americans. The numbers are part of a 
new report entitled “Hate, Violence, And 
Death on Main Street USA, 2007.” 

Key findings of this report include: 

¢ The total number of attacks rose by 
13 percent from 2006 to 2007 — from 
142 to 160 attacks. 

e The number of fatal attacks rose by 
40 percent from 2006 to 2007 — from 20 
to 28 deaths. 

¢ In 2007, 64 percent of the attacks 
were committed by youths aged 13-19; 
two attackers were just 10 years old. 

Michael Stoops, acting executive direc- 
tor of NCH, said, “Those experiencing 
homelessness are often ignored or misun- 
derstood by society. If these brutal attacks 
were committed against any other religious 
or minority group to the same degree, there 
would be a national outcry and call for gov- 
ermmental action. We must respond to this 
dehumanization and protect homeless per- 
sons against hate crimes.” 

The 44 percent of homeless people 
who are unsheltered are the most vulnera- 
ble to these attacks. Because crimes com- 
mitted against homeless persons often go 
unreported, the actual numbers of non- 
lethal attacks may be much higher. 

While the motive for an attack is often 
unclear, some of the-attackers said they 
committed the crime out of “boredom,” or 
for a “thrill” or “fun.” 

“Young men see the way we treat 
homeless people — criminalizing them, 
shoving them out of sight — and they get 
a message: these people are less than 
human, and it is OK to attack them,” said 
Maria Foscarinis, executive director of 
NLCHP. “If we want to stop these attacks, 
we need to send a clear message that 
homeless people have the same human 
rights as everyone else.” 

The report also details ways cities, 
states, and the federal government can act 
to solve the crisis of anti-homeless vio- 
lence. “The bottom line is, people need to 
be housed,” said David Pirtle, a formerly 
homeless victim of violence and NCH 
Board member. “If the federal govern- 
ment adequately funds permanent afford- 
able housing, fewer people will be on the 
street, and fewer men and women will be 
attacked.” 

There also needs to be action at the 
local level. “Cities often focus on crack- 
ing down on panhandling or sleeping out- 
side as a way to push homeless people out 
of sight,” said NLCHP Civil Rights 
Program Director Tulin Ozdeger. “These 
numbers show the need for a different 
response — training police to help protect 
homeless people and deliver needed ser- 
vices, not to lock them up in jail.” 

The following case summaries of vio- 
lent acts committed against homeless indi- 
viduals were gathered from a variety of 

sources. A number of narratives were 
derived from published news reports. 
Information was also provided by home- 
lessness advocates across the country. 
Lastly, information was gathered from 
homeless and formerly homeless individ- 
uals themselves, in self-reporting inci- 
dents they experienced first hand. 

While we could not always identify the 
motive for each attack based on our 
sources of information, some of these 


oo: 


“Richie” 


‘Those experiencing homelessness are often ignored or 
misunderstood by society. If these brutal attacks were 


committed against any other religious or minority 
group to the same degree, there would be a national 
outcry and call for governmental action.” 


— Michael Stoops, National Coalition for the Homeless 


attacks were perpetrated due to a bias 
against the victim because of his or her 
homeless status. Other attacks may have 
been perpetrated merely because the 
homeless person was in a vulnerable posi- 
tion to be attacked, due to the nature of 
homelessness. 

Only attacks committed by housed 
individuals towards homeless individuals 
were included. Crimes committed by 
homeless individuals towards other home- 
less individuals were excluded. 


Lethal Attacks Against 
Homeless People 
January-December, 2007 


St. Petersburg, Florida 
Two Homeless Men Murdered 
a Few Blocks Apart 


January 18: Just days after the city 
decided to shut down and literally destroy 
the tents in a tent city populated by more 
than 150 homeless people, the bodies of 
David Heath, 53, and Jeff Shultz, 43, were 
found a few blocks apart. The two home- 
less men did not know each other, nor 
were they residents of the tent city. 

Both local homeless people and advo- 
cates responded to the murders by saying 
everyone was safer when the tent city 
existed. “There’s safety in numbers, and 
right now there’s a lot of fear,” Mary 
Street explained to The St. Petersburg 
Times. Street left the tent city last week 
after getting a voucher for an apartment. 

A few weeks later, police arrested two 
young men, Cordaro Antwan Hardin, 18, 


and Dorion Deshawn Dillard, 20, charg- 
ing them with both murders. Robbery 
may have played a role in Shultz’s killing, 
but Heath’s death seemed to be random. 
Local police determined that the attackers 
did not get anything from the victims. 
Heath leaves behind three children. 

In light of the murders, two tent cities 
were allowed to stand. Mayor Rick Baker 
later said the decision to cut tents was a 
mistake and police said they did not plan 
any more raids. 


Haverhill, Massachusetts 
Homeless Man Beaten to Death 


January 24: Patrick Donavan, a 51- 
year-old homeless man, died after Brian 
Sewasky, 25, punched him in the face 
outside a convenience store. The punch 
caused Donavan’s head to slam against 
the pavement. He died the next evening at 
Merrimack Valley Hospital due to the 
injuries. Police said the two had a brief 
argument outside the store before 
Sewasky punched him. According to 
court documents, a 35-year-old homeless 
man witnessed the attack and identified 
Sewasky in a photograph. 

Brian Sewasky is charged with murder. 


Gibsonton, Florida 
Homeless Man Robbed and 
Beaten to Death 


January 28: After fending off three men 
with a knife in December, a homeless man 
was stabbed and killed by his previous 
attackers seeking revenge. Ralph Woods 
Jr.. 25, Raymond Sample, 27, and Richard 


Morse Jr., 18, stabbed the 31-year-old 
homeless man with his own knife behind an 
Advanced Auto Store on U.S. 41. 

Hillsborough County Sheriff's 
Deputies described the men as thugs on a 
simple mission. “They were looking for 
an easy prey, and they figured that a 
homeless person was easy prey,” investi- 
gators told WFLA News. 


San Diego, California 
Homeless Man Murdered and 
Scattered Around the City 


February 23: San Diego police arrest- 
ed 61-year-old Michael Nash near his 
home in conjunction with the disfigure- 
ment and killing of Allen Burton Hawes, 
a 57-year-old homeless person. 

Hawes was shot and killed sometime 
on or after February 23. A tow truck dri- 
ver found Hawes’ head in a plastic bag on 
Interstate 5. Parts of his body were found 
near the Otay River in Palm City, 
Interstate 5, and on State Route 163. 
Friends described Hawes to CBS News as 
“the nicest guy around here.” 

Investigators believe the two knew 
each other, but they have not been able to 
establish a clear motive. Nash pleaded not 
guilty to the crime. 


Mount Kisco, New York 
Police Officer Charged with 
Murder of a Homeless Man 


April 28: George Bubaris, a 30-year- 
old police officer, has been charged with 
second-degree murder in the death of a 
homeless Guatemalan immigrant. Bubaris 
faces one count of unlawful imprisonment 
and two counts of official misconduct. 

Rene Javier Perez, the 42-year-old vic- 
tim, called 911 from a laundromat and 
spoke with Officer Bubaris. Perez was 
known as a troublemaker and has been 
arrested repeatedly for petty crimes. One 
hour after the 911 call, Perez was found 
unconscious on the side of a dirt road. He 
was taken to a hospital and died hours 
later. The medical examiner declared the 
cause of death to be homicide. 
Apparently, Perez’s internal abdominal 
injuries resulted in his death. 

Fernando Mateo, president of 
Hispanics Across America, responded to 
the crime in the New York Times by say- 
ing, “Murder is not deportation. You 
don’t murder someone to get rid of them. 
If you’re a police officer you should be 
protecting the community, not assaulting 
the community.” | 


Springfield, Missouri 
Man Charged in Brutal 
Murder of Homeless Woman 


April 28: On May 4, a 24-year-old man 
was arraigned on a second-degree murder 
charge after turning himself in to 
Springfield police for the murder of a 
homeless woman, Tyla _ Elane 
Rhodelander, 44, near E. Chestnut 
Expressway. Although arraigned, the man 
did not confess to the crime. 

According to the statement filed by the 
police, Michael Humphrey called the 
police and reported his nephew, Aaron 
Letterman, had killed someone and could 
lead them to the body. According to 
Humphrey’s statement, he and Letterman 
met Rhodelander near the cemetery on 
April 28. Rhodelander told the men she 
was homeless and the two men helped her 
to carry her personal belongings and a tent 
to the wooded area. After setting up her 
tent, Humphrey said they talked and lis- 
tened to music for several hours. 


See Lethal Attacks on Homeless page 9 
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Humphrey said Letterman wanted to 
have sex with Rhodelander and followed 
her into her tent. After a few minutes, 
Humphrey said Letterman retrieved a 
hatchet from outside of the tent, hit 
Rhodelander in the head and continued to 
strike her. The medical examiner declared 
she died from a trauma to the head. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Death of Homeless Woman 
Caught on Camera 


May 15: Alicia Foster, 40, was viewed 
on surveillance video being beaten by two 
suspected gang members outside a restau- 
rant on May 15. Ricardo Cortes, 28, was 
detained on a first-degree murder charge 
in the death of this woman with another 
suspect being investigated. 

The police have released some of the 
video footage in hopes of ascertaining 
more information from the public in iden- 
tifying the suspects. Foster had a verbal 
exchange with Cortes and another man 
before they attacked and beat her to death 
in the parking lot of Lawrence’s Fisheries. 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Homeless Woman Dies After 
Police Used a Taser Gun 


May 19: Milisha Thompson, a 35-year- 
old homeless woman, died after being 
shocked with a Taser gun by local police. 
A Taser gun is an electric stun gun often 
used to subdue people who are difficult to 
contain. Many are speculating that the use 
of a Taser was unnecessary in 
Thompson’s case, as she was already 
handcuffed and on the ground. 

Officers were in the area investigating 
a report of drug activity near a homeless 
shelter. According to Police Chief Bill 
Citty, Thompson was being disruptive, so 
the officers handcuffed her. 

Citty says Thompson would not calm 
down, so the officers stunned her twice in 
the neck with the Taser. Thompson’s hus- 
band, Marvell Thompson, reports they 
shocked his wife 20 times and told the 
Oklahoma Tribune, “They did use exces- 
sive force on my wife.” 

Mr. Thompson said his wife suffered 
from schizophrenia and might have had 
an episode causing her to feel threatened 
at the time of the interaction. Mr. 
Thompson said they were living and 
working at the City Rescue Mission while 
recovering from drug addictions. After 
Milisha Thompson appeared to be uncon- 
scious, the officers started CPR, and she 
was taken to the hospital and said to be 
dead upon arrival. | 

The two officers have been placed on 
paid administrative leave and an investi- 
gation is planned. A church surveillance 
camera caught the incident on tape, but 
the police are holding it for the investiga- 
tion. Thompson’s family has filed a $1.5 
million lawsuit against Oklahoma City, 
claiming the police used excessive force 
and have failed to properly train officers 
in Taser gun protocol. 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Police Call Murder of Homeless 
Man a “Thrill Killing” 


May 31: A homeless man, whose name 
has not been released, is believed to have 
found shelter for the night in an aban- 
doned apartment. Four men arrived at the 
building to party for the night. Once they 
came upon the homeless man, police say 
they beat the man to death for the thrill. 

Brothers Dusty and Leslie McGee have 
been arrested for the murder and police 


Lydia Gans photo 


‘“‘Young men see the way we treat homeless people — criminalizing them, shoving 
them out of sight — and they get a message: these people are less than human, and 
it is OK to attack them. If we want to stop these attacks, we need to send a clear 
message that homeless people have the same human rights as everyone else.” 


— Maria Foscarinis, National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty 


are still looking for a third suspect. 


Gastonia, North Carolina 
Teens Plead Guilty to Death of 
Homeless Man 


June 26: Royce Dean Mathis, a home- 
less man from Gastonia, NC, was brutally 
murdered after stepping in on behalf of a 
younger boy engaged in an argument with 
three teens. es 

Crips gang members Quentin O’ Neal 
Woods, 15, Ithamar Ajalon Davis, 15, and 
Jamond Rashad Burney, 18, have been 
accused of the crime. Burney has been 
accused of sneaking up behind Mathis and 
stabbing him in the neck. According to 
police, Mathis sustained injuries from a 
hunting-style knife and from being hit and 
kicked by the 15-year-olds. The teens report 
that they wanted to teach Mathis a lesson 
because they thought he disrespected them 
by breaking up the verbal fight. 


Richard Ervin Mize, a 47-year-old 


homeless friend of Mathis, was initially 
accused of the murder, and was released 


- after spending 75 days in jail. 


Davis will be charged with first-degree 
murder, conspiracy to commit murder, 
and malicious secret assault. Although 
Davis is only 15 years old, he will be 
charged as an adult. Burney has also been 


charged with murder and malicious secret - 


assault. Woods made a plea deal with 
prosecutors, agreeing to testify against 
Davis and Burney. 


Statesville, North Carolina 
Ten Teens Attack a Homeless 
Man and Leave Him for Dead 


July 12: A homeless man died in the 
hospital after being beaten by a group of 
10 teenagers. Terry Turner, 45, was 
attacked and robbed by the group in the 
middle of a busy intersection. 

One witness saw the 10 teens begin 
punching Turner and standing on him 
once he hit the ground. Three of the teens 
beat and spat on Turner. They also stole 
65 dollars from him. 

The attack occurred one block from the 
police department and directly in front of 
city offices. The teenagers fled the scene 
once an ambulance arrived for Turner. 
Turner was taken to Wake Forest 
University Baptist Medical Center, where 
he died of blunt trauma wounds. 


“They killed a man for nothing,” 
Turner’s friend, Michelle Wallace, told 
WSOC-TV in Charlotte, NC. Relatives 
have been working with local businesses 
to raise awareness about what happened 
and collect money for a reward. 

Police arrested Jatorre Dixon, 16, and 
two 15-year-olds, whose names were not 
released because they are juveniles. All 
three were charged with first-degree mur- 
der and common-law robbery. Police are 
still searching for the other boys involved. 

A few days later, the police began 
searching for suspects in a beating similar 
to the one that occurred on July 12. For 
the past two summers, the city’s homeless 
have complained about groups of teens 
robbing and beating them. 


San Francisco, California 
Homeless Man Beaten to 
Death by Teens 


July 17: Ramon Lopez, a 35-year-old 
homeless man, died after a teenager 
punched, kicked, and beat him with a 
glass bottle. According to eyewitness 
reports, Lopez was near 25th and 
Harrison Street when a group of teens 
approached him. 

* One teenager tried to take his shopping 
cart, but Lopez argued, saying that it 
belonged to him. The teen punched Lopez 
and threw a bottle at him, hitting him on the 
head. The teenager left with his friends, 
leaving both Lopez and the shopping cart. 
Police are still searching for the teenager 
who committed this atrocious murder. 


2 Cincinnati, Ohio 
Homeless Man Shot in the Face 
after Asking for a Quarter’ 


August 7: Donald Francis, 44, was shot 
and killed after asking Geraldine Beasley, 
62, for a quarter. Beasley reportedly 
expressed a complaint about Francis to a 
nearby individual. Francis asked her for a 
quarter, and she proceeded to shoot him in 
the face. Of the incident, Police Chief 
Tom Streicher was quoted in the 
Associated Press saying, “That’s appar- 
ently all there was to it.” 

According to the Greater Cincinnati 
Coalition for the Homeless, Francis’ death 
was “[an act] resulting in Cincinnati’s 
first documented homeless hate crime in 


two years.” Georgine Getty, executive 
director of the Greater Cincinnati 
Coalition for the Homeless stated, “This 
crime is a tragedy and absolutely 
appalling.” 

Beasley was charged with murder. 


West Palm Beach, Florida 


Homeless Man Severely 
Beaten with Two-by-four 


August 8: Gary Fenshaw, 41, told local 
police officers that a group of three chased 
him down and severely beat him with a 
two-by-four. The attackers yelled racial 
slurs while they kicked and beat him. The 
young men chased Fenshaw, finally catch- 
ing him near a convenience store. Fenshaw 
managed to stop the attack when he slashed 
Kevin Medrano across the neck with a 
shard. Fenshaw later died. 

Ronald Shupe, 18, Kevin Medrano, 18, 
and Alex Medrano, 17, were arrested on 
charges of aggravated battery with preju- 
dice and conspiracy to commit aggravated 
battery. Kevin Medrano and Alex 
Medrano are members of the Sur-13 gang. 


Camden, New Jersey 
Teens Murder Homeless Man 


August 30: John Anthony Smith, 54, 
was well-liked in his South Jersey neigh- 
borhood. Friends and residents described 
him as wise, proud and stubborn. So stub- 
born that on the night of his death he denied 
an offer to sleep in a companion’s home. 

Smith was awakened from his park 
bench when four area teenagers began to 
punch, kick and beat him with.a stick. 
Smith was taken to Cooper University 
Hospital where he suffered for 18 days 
before dying. The motive is unknown. 


Reno/Sparks, Nevada 
Homeless Man Beaten and 
Stomped to Death 


September 3: Two teenagers were arrest- 
ed for the beating death of a homeless man. 
Christopher Michael Maciolek, 19, and 
Finley Byrdette Fultz, 18, were booked on 
suspicion of murder in beating and stomp- 
ing to death of James Beasley, 55. 

Witnesses say the two attackers beat a 
homeless man at Wingfield Park, then 
walked to nearby Brick Park where Beasely 


See Lethal Attacks on Homeless page /6 
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Schools Need Educators, Not Terminators 


WHY CUTS? 


by Margot Pepper’s dual-immersion second 
graders, Rosa Parks Science Magnet School 


What will happen if our schools 
lock their library doors? What 
will happen to the teachers who 
will disappear? 


by Margot Pepper 


ow can we justify budgetary cutbacks to some- 

thing as crucial as education? My second-grade 

students want to know the answer to that ques- 
tion and they’ ve written a poem to spark an answer. 

Each year my Spanish dual-immersion students at 
Rosa Parks Elementary School in Berkeley produce lami- 
nated poetry bookmarks as part of our “Pepper Ink” labor 
unit. This year, students chose their topic on the way 
back from the school library, after learning that their 
beloved librarian, Deborah Howe, might be in peril from 
Governor Schwarzenegger’s budget cuts — a deficit he 
cunningly created by rebating part of the vehicle license 
fee when he first took office. . 

After they finished hand-decorating 150 of the color- 
ful bookmarks, they were rejected by our District’s print 
shop on deadline day. The attached note stated that 
because of the recent cuts, the District had run out of 
funds for lamination. 

My students were heartbroken. The poem had taken 
them nearly two weeks to write, cut, edit and translate. 
Then Steven Westwood, a Xerox contractor for the 
Berkeley Unified Print Shop, answered our saintly secre- 
tary Alicia’s calls. For days, he slogged in vein through 
his impossible “to-do” list to come over to Rosa Parks 
and fix our brand-new laminator. Finally on a scorching 
Berkeley afternoon, he called. “Just let me pick up a 
lemonade for lunch and I’ll be right there.” 

After two days, the machinery was singing and my 
students launched their bookmarks at the Open House. 
This is not the first time workers at the District print shop 
have saved the day. 

Last year, Ronnie Gonzalez rushed the project to help 
us meet a deadline to sell bookmarks at a fundraiser for a 
top-performing classmate, Gerardo Espinoza, who had 
been deported to Mexico. His father’s immigration judge 
ruled that his (and by default his family’s) deportation 
would not cause Gerardo an “exceptional and extremely 
unusual hardship.” Gerardo had since been hospitalized 
three times in his new rural Michoacan village for lack of 
clean water and proper nutrition. 


Detail of a graffiti mural by Estria Miyashiro. 


The poems Gerardo’s classmates had written appeared 
on the news and at a reading before the mayor of 
Berkeley. Thanks to Ronnie, “Pepper Ink workers” were 
able to sell so many of the bookmarks that they raised 
five hundred dollars to help pay for medicine and food 
for their classmate’s family, a sum which turned into well 


over a thousand, thanks to the Daily Planet and contribu-_ 


tors such as the Berkeley Federation of Teachers. 

This year, the District will be hearing bids to see 
which company will run the District Print Shop. My vote 
is with Ronnie and Steven — hough I’m not exactly a 
Xerox corporation cheerleader — but this could change if 
Xerox lowered prices for BUSD or publicly suggested 
being taxed at a higher rate to counteract the governor’s 
inadvertent subsidy to wealthier sectors. 

Speaking of solutions, paying what we used to for our 
destructive cars could defeat the Gobernator’s covert 
agenda to dismantle our public schools. (For more facts 
about this agenda see “The Drive to Oust the Middle 
Class from Inner City Public Schools” http://urbanhabi- 
tat.org/node/1176 and “No Corporation Left Behind” 
http://www.monthlyreview.org/1 106pepper.htm) 


WR NO-2 THE END OF 
| PEACE AND FREEDOM? 


THe MONEY 

ENPMBSSLY FLOWS 
TO PROTECT PORMER. 
t THAT IS EMPIRE, 

EMPIRE 18 NOT 


US». NOT FREEDOM. 
THE MUDULE CLASS IS NOW 
GPRICIALLY POOR AND SOME 
co ee BECAUSE OF 
i FORECLOSURES 


Alocal Judge, working with the “Walt Pack” & Gavin pat together 
a dow and pony show criminal court where jagwatkers could spend 
quality tine dreaming of appartunity they don’t have, mean while 

SEEVIONS Ate Mul to the poor and moxt secdy in SE. 


SEG TESS EES 
EVERY ONE IS POSING 

FOR SHOTS AUTH Gavin? 

WOW LOOK AT THE FOOD! 


THE FIRST CASUALTY 
OF EMPIRE [3 ALWAYS 


LIBERTY. 


RMUNGRY WITH BLOODY HANDS THE © 2008 1] Walkup 
[ eeveenmenr EATS ITS PEDPLE- 
SR 


SEE ae a 


gargoylexGsbeglobal neat 


UNEMPLOYMENT ATE E18 UP Ue i 


What will happen if our schools 

lock library doors to our futures? 

Will the books be burned like garbage? 
Will our imaginations stop existing? 


Why can’t books fly on eagles’ feathers? 
Why don’t buses have yellow wings 
to take us to Mars? 


What’ll happen to the thousands of teachers 
who’ll disappear to the place where 

so many lost pencils and erasers go? 

—To Ms. McDonnell and her terrific theater? 
Or Ms. Tracey Iglehart who inspires us to 
“‘walk and roll’’ to school on bikes and boards 
to cure our planet? 

Will they be swept up as litter for 

falling on the floor? 

Or go to the place for lost toys and homework? 
—To become the dream of a cloud? 


Why doesn’t the blackboard dance? 

Why don’t brooms have feet to sweep on their own? 
And if they did, 

would they carry away So many erasers? 


What’s happening to all the money for our schools? 

Why isn’t every day Chanukah, Christmas 

or Noruz? 

Why don’t flowers grow out of roofs? 

Why do we have to die when we get old? 

‘Why do some people have lakes of money Oy 
And why do they need it? 


Why do some questions have answers; 
the others, no? 


Mexican-born Margot Pepper’s work has been published 
internationally by the Utne Reader, Monthly Review, Z-net, 
Counterpunch, the San Francisco Bay Guardian, City 
Lights, Hampton Brown, The Berkeley Daily Planet, 
Rethinking Schools and others. For more about the book- 
marks and the Gerardo Espinoza story see “Seven-Year- 
Olds Lead a Strike” http://urbanhabitat.org/node/1196, 
http://www.margotpepper.com/ and http://www. free- 
domvoices.org/pepper/index.htm 


PEOPLE ARE FIGHTING FOR | 
FOOD BECAUSE OF GAS PRICES! | 
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iM 
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GAYWALRERS GA, WITH 
SEOON0O.00 SEED MONEYS 


SAYIN NEWSOM IS HERE WITH 
SOME PRETTY BLONGRE IN TXT 


if yeas want fa SOLNE PROBLEN Sit BB: 
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FOR PROBE. During the necting business 
man Chunk Marines said “they cok? rese: 
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POLE CAPN Sav WITH THS COURT signee iagerac an 
RE OLELE GET WHO DO ¥OU THINK 
4 Lasers ide ited CUTS NEWSOM’S HAIR? 


ZMARTT SEA 3M 
MORE! THIS CULTURE 
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ONT SEEM TO BE 
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Thank God some peuple were paving attention, many Citizens mxet ut City Hall railed their yaices ee the ; 


| Supervisors shot down the Ruse. Thank you to the City Supervisers and Cangrstulations ts the Peapie! 
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by Jack Bragen 


he proliferation of the personal 
computer has given government 
officials and private agencies the 
perfect means of spying on 
every part of your life. George Orwell’s 


under total surveillance by the same 
machines we use for recreation and infor- 
mation has now come to pass. 

Most people naively put everything of 
importance in their lives onto their com- 
puter’s hard drive. Those who consider 
themselves more cautious might back it 
up onto flash drives, CDs or DVD-Rs, so 
that all isn’t lost when something 
inevitably goes wrong with this miracu- 
lous piece of equipment. 

Some people will let the computer 
store their passwords, in the bold assump- 
tion that no one else will have access to 
their machine, while others might keep all 
their passwords in a file. Most people 
probably have some kind of antivirus soft- 
ware running, and many of them even 
keep it updated, which is necessary for it 
to work. Some have one or more antispy- 
ware programs, and might foolishly 
believe that this prevents people from 
having remote access to their computer. 

In George Orwell’s 1984, it was the 
televisions which were everywhere that 
the government used as a means of spying 
on everyone. Computers are now a lot like 
next-generation televisions. The Internet 
is actually the next logical step in evolu- 


from page one 


During oral argument on April 25, 
2008, Judge Wanger declared that, “the 
practice of announce, strike, seize [and] 
destroy immediately is against the law.” 

Video footage and photographs of city 
workers using machinery and dump trucks 
to destroy the property of homeless people 
are available on the ACLU-NC’s website, 
along with the legal documents in the case: 
http://www.aclunc.org/cases/active_cases/k 
incaid_v._city_of_fresno.shtml 

Lead Plaintiff Pamela Kincaid died in 
August of 2007. She occasionally stayed at 


Food Not Bombs 


from page | 


ers, and various other items, even occa- 
sionally some potted plants. 

All of this food would go into the 
dumpster if there was no group or organi- 
zation to distribute it. We only do it one 
day a week. Shelters and other programs 
pick up on the other days. 

The logistics of our distribution have 
gone through a process of development, 
from total chaos to a relatively smoothly 
running operation. The population we are 
serving is diverse, and the people have dif- 
ferent customs and behaviors, though they 
all welcome and appreciate the food. There 
is a contingent of Chinese women who live 
in the nonprofit housing complexes nearby 


We Are All Workers 


from page 2 


economically possible to plant a crop 
anymore. We come to the U.S. to work 
because there’s no alternative.” 

When Congress passed NAFTA, six 
million displaced people came to the 
United States as a result. If Congress 
stops passing new free trade agreements, 
and instead faces the damage NAFTA 


prophetic warning that we would come - 


STREET SPIRIT 


The Perfect Surveillance Tool 


tion after television. 

The Internet can be seen as the true 
realization of the Orwellian televisions 
which are constantly spying on everyone 
in the government-controlled society of 
1984. The ironic thing, something that 
Orwell could have predicted, is that peo- 
ple willingly participate in this process. 

In order to see the most obvious forms 
of remote access to your computer, you 
can open up your task manager and go to 
the “services” tab. There you might see a 
long list of services, which are things your 
computer is carrying out on behalf of 
other computers on the network. Some 
don’t involve people knowing what 
you're doing. Some do. 

The more powerful and faster your 
computer is, the more capable it is of spy- 
ing on you and still working adequately to 
run your applications so that you don’t 
complain. This is one reason why it 
became important to make such powerful 
computers. It is disturbing that many peo- 
ple put all their vital information onto 
their computer, only for it to be dissemi- 
nated by those who have access to it, and 
who can misuse it at will. 

We live in an age where there are no 
secrets. The non-paranoid answer to this 
is that you may feel you’re not worth spy- 
ing upon, and you’ve got nothing going 
on that would be of interest to the govern- 
ment, corporate interests, or to anyone 
looking for something different. 

In other words, you’re a regular per- 
son, so why should you be spied on? 


Important Legal Victory for Homeless People 


the only women’s shelter in Fresno, but she 
suffered from claustrophobia, which made 
it difficult for her to remain there. 

When sanitation workers and police 
officers seized her belongings, Kincaid 
lost her birth certificate, her address book, 
photos of her sister, daughter and mother, 
and a toolbox with tools she used for the 
recycling and crafts work she did to earn 
money, among other items. 

Charlene Clay and her husband left 
their apartment in 2006 because they 
could not afford the $850 in rent. They 
were camped on a hill off G Street when 
City of Fresno workers destroyed their 


who swarm around the boxes of food filling 
their shopping bags as fast as they can. The 
others, mostly African-American men and 
women who work or have errands in the 
neighborhood, are accustomed to a more 
orderly process of distribution. It was some- 
thing of a culture clash. 

In those first few months of offering 
food in downtown Oakland, just seeing all 
the hands frantically reaching out for 
bread, we contemplated what it must be 
like bringing food to places like refugee 
camps and disaster sites. But with time, 
and participation by some of the people 
who come for the food, and who are step- 
ping in to help with the distribution, 
things now work smoothly. 

The people form an orderly line and 
we go along the line handing out the items 
so everyone gets a fair share of what there 


and other pro-corporate measures did in 
Mexico, the poverty and desperation that 
fuel migration can eventually be reversed. 

Trying to push people out of the U.S. 
who’ve come here for survival simply 
won’t work. The price of trying is that the 
vulnerability of undocumented workers 
will increase. 

Unscrupulous employers use that vul- 
nerability to deny overtime, minimum 
wage, or fire workers when they protest 
or organize. Increased vulnerability ulti- 


The answer to this is that governmental 
control and social bullying start with the 
fringe people who can easily be identified 
as scapegoats or dissidents, but soon 
extend to everyone, including those carry- 
ing out the bullying. Spying on people is 
not okay. In fact, if you don’t want some- 
thing known, never put it on a computer. 


belongings — including Clay’s teeth, 
medications, sleeping bags, and personal 
papers — without warning. 

A second time, Clay was staying near 
San Benito and H Streets when police 
tipped her shopping cart, threw her pos- 
sessions on the ground, and hauled her 
cart away. 

Clay said, “The City of Fresno has made 
it clear to me by destroying my property 
twice and by the way in which they did 
that, that because I am a homeless person, I 
will always be vulnerable to having my 
property taken and destroyed by City of 
Fresno workers and police.” 

The court victory and expected judg- 
ment will provide many of Fresno’s 


is. With that, all sorts of good things are 
happening. The people are beginning to 
mix, and though communication of neces- 
sity is nonverbal — many of the Chinese 
folks don’t speak English — there are 
smiles and thank-yous. 

And something else is happening. 
People are connecting around sharing 
food, connecting with the message of 
Food Not Bombs and getting involved in 
a community action to expose some of 
what’s going wrong in our country. 

For East Bay Food Not Bombs, the 
Thursday food offerings are an adjunct to 
our collective’s regular activity. Since 
1991, we have been providing meals on 
Monday through Friday afternoons in 
People’s Park in Berkeley and in down- 
town Oakland on Sundays. 

Meals are prepared in a different kitchen 


mately results in cheaper labor and fewer 
rights for everyone. Children live in fear 
that their parents will be picked up in 
raids. 

After deporting over 1000 workers at 
Swift meatpacking plants, Homeland 
Security Secretary Chertoff called for 
linking “effective interior enforcement 
and a temporary-worker program.” The 
government is really after giving cheap 
labor to large employers. Deportations, 
firings and guest worker programs all 


il 


Anything put on a computer can 
become public, even if not spied upon by 
the government. If you’re not worried 
about people knowing your business, then 
constant, thoughtless use of the high- 
speed Internet can be your choice, and no 
worries. 


homeless people with the resources need- 
ed to get off the street. The court order 
preventing the City of Fresno from con- 
ducting the sweeps that led to the lawsuit 
will remain in effect and city officials 
have changed their approach in how to 
address the homelessness issue. 

They are now starting to put millions 
of dollars into providing decent and 
affordable housing for those living on the 
streets. The homeless and their allies will 
hold city officials feet to the fire to make 
sure the promised changes are realized. 


For a list of articles and documents about 
the struggle for civil liberties for homeless 
people in Fresno, see: http://www.fresnoal- 
liance.com/home/homelessness.htm 


and by a different crew each day of the 
week. As with any anarchist collective, 
there is no boss, decisions are made by con- 
sensus and a shared purpose to prepare 
tasty, nutritious, vegetarian meals using the 
best-quality, organic ingredients. 

The meal is a happening, like a picnic. 
Some of the people who come for the 
meal help to serve or wash dishes while 
those who brought the food will sit and 
eat with everyone else. And we get lots of 
compliments. “Another gourmet meal!” 
we often hear. “This food is keeping me 
healthy,” a regular tells us. 

Food Not Bombs is not a charity, and it 
is not a service. It is a clear political state- 
ment. At the same time we are filling this “ae 
most basic human need, we are building a 
conscious community to stand up to the 
forces of greed and the enemies of peace. 


make labor cheaper and union organizing 
harder. They contribute to a climate of 
fear and insecurity for everyone. 

Instead of making work a crime and 
treating immigrants as criminals, we need 
equality, economic security, jobs and 
rights for everyone. 


Ver 


For more articles and images on immi- 
gration, see David Bacon’s website: 
http://dbacon.igc.org/Imgrants/imgrants.htm 
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SOLDIER 
by Dee Allen 
There is another war 

That the United States is involved in besides 
The war on terrorism: 

The war on freedom 

Freedom of the press 

Freedom of speech 

And this war has claimed its first captive 
Behind enemy lines 

A soldier in a bloodless fight 

To keep independent media from 

Selfish corporate hands 


The lone soldier refused to give 

The enemy the film they lusted after. 

For standing ground in the face of intimidation, 
The enemy answered back with internment. 


For 226 days, 

The soldier was held 

Without committing a crime. 

Iron bars stared him in the face, 

Waning days passed by, 

But internment couldn’t break him down. 
The enemy’s weapons — 

The grand jury, the courts — 

Wouldn’t take him down. 

Outside of Dublin’s concrete walls, 

Other soldiers have continued 

The captive soldier’s fight armed with 
Camcorders & documenting the ugly truth 
As it happened 

And he knows it. 

Other soldiers demand loudly for 

His release, outside of Dublin’s walls & beyond. 


Then, one day, the captive soldier was free. 
His war is not over. 


[For Josh Wolf. ] 


Hands Heads Hearts 


Inspired by Nic Paget-Clarke's photograph of 
Cesar Chavez with Jesse Jackson 

by Sue Ellen Pector 

Leaning lovingly 

into Cesar Chavez's hunger-weakened body 
Jesse Jackson reaches out 

minds touch 
hands clasp 
hearts listen. 


Men being tender. 
This is the color of conviction, of closeness 
men of courage, sorrow and strength. 


Leaders forging and strengthening solidarity 
against odds, against fear, against pain. 


Thoughts at a Tree Planting 
by Claire J. Baker 


Let's kiss the roots of this tree 
ready to be planted. 


One tree planted for ten leveled 

for softwood & hardwood -- lumber 
to build the innards of a home 

that when finished maybe 50% 

of eager families can truly afford 
and are home enough to enjoy. 


..And no homes for the homeless. 


Just as we do, this tree will face 
all weathers, climates, toxins, 
war stench drifitng in from Iraq. 


Maybe kids will kick the young tree 
for fun or for show-off, maybe tie 

a rope and try to pull it down. 

Or later climb and scuff the tender 
limbs with hardly a thought. 


..And few trees for the homeless. 


Seems much good and bad in life 
happens without thought, like war! 


-- Fhe homeless barely have time 
to think. 


Let's kiss the roots of this noble tree, 
now ready to be planted, ready to grow 
in its one spot on earth--a tree which 
declares no war and harms no one 


--mot even the homeless. 


DERELICT 
by Dee Allen 


I am no one but Iam 
Known by everybody 


Often seen but never heard 
Just part of the scenery 


Hated, ridiculed & shunned 
For the way I live 


I survive through every day 
On what others give 


Nothing to my name but a heavy load 
And plenty of freedom 


Never knowing where the road takes me 
Where my next meal comes from 


Left to the wolves in this cold world 
Without a shred of sympathy 


Underneath a bridge is shelter 
Always open for vacancy 


Humanity turned their backs on me 
These streets have no mercy 

Less than human, ow others see me 
Another night 

In the life 
Of a derelict 


Humanity turned their backs on me 
These streets have no mercy 

Just one in a million just like me 
Another night 

In the life 
Of a derelict 


[Inspired by the music of Lycia and Tara 
Vanflower] 


More Than a Play on 


Words 
(for Tiny & all scholars of poverty) 
by Claire J. Baker 


Why can't the Vulnerable become 
the Venerable? Time, don't run out. 
A poet's wishful words will hum -- 


When will the vulnerable become 
more than paradigms of glum 

and numb? For the muted poor I shout: 
Millions of Vulnerable could become 
our Venerable. Time, don't run out. 


Dedicated to 


All Mothers 
by Judy Jones 


dedicated to all mothers 
who so graciously 
allowed life 

to flow thru your wombs 
and are now dying 
alone with no homes 


could we but see 
with our third eye 
our very souls 

would weep 


and we could not 
eat nor sleep 

knowing even one mother 
has no home 


they gave their lives 
for you and i 

and now are begging 

on concrete streets 

to die with human dignity 


will we not answer 
to god most high 
for walking by 
ignoring the very ones 

to whom we owe our life? 


dedicated to all mothers 
dying alone with no homes 
who gave you and i 

the very breath of life 


Peace Vigil 
by Claire J. Baker 


Facing toward a sunset 
over city, bay & ocean 

we form a circle, join hands, 
send forth prayers 

to stoke devotion: 


postcards from the heart 
flickers to God or 
to some magical leaven. 


Collectively & separately 
we summon peace 
& its hints of heaven. 


Art by Christa Occhiogrosso * 


Exsanguination 
by Dee Allen 

From above, the metallic drill 
Punctures & bores 
Digging ever deeper 
Until it reaches the core 


And then suddenly, 
It arose in a geyser 
Blood from the body 

Came higher & higher 


Drenching the surface 
Flowing through veins 
There's no stopping it, it seems 
Her body constantly drains 


So let our mother bleed 
To fuel our machines 

So let our mother bleed 
For big company schemes 


So let our mother bleed 
So factories can pollute 
Sky grows black from smoke 

Because the bleeding's profuse 


So let our mother bleed 

Out from her inner core 

Her lifeblood continues to be 
A motivation for pointless war 


So let our mother bleed 
So greedy bastards can have their niche 
So let our mother bleed 
And make their companies more rich 


And our mother lies drained 
Of all that she's worth 
Society grew too dependent 
Upon the blood of the Earth. 


Openness 
by George Wynn 


What makes someone 
with spirit free as the wind 
soar like an eagle 

like Walt Whitman 
neither father or husband 
universal lover of salt 

of the earth people 

even more if made feeble 
by wounds of war 
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The Common People 
by Joan Clair 


The common people should be free 
to lie on public commons grass 
in a democracy. 


If their belongings are in bags for trash, 


if they lie down on ground 

the air to breathe, 

the silence in the air, 

the silence in the trees, 

silence even in the crow's 
raucous melodies; 

the common people should be free 
to lie on public commons grass 
in a democracy 

whether the sun is up, 
whether the sun is down, 


whether it's day or night 
and not be put to flight. 


food stamps are gone 
by Judy Jones 

food stamps gone 

ga too 

mayor says 

we gonna be 

all new 


no mo homeless 
in our face 
leading our city 
down path 

of dis'grace 


‘but mr mayor 
where will the 
homeless go' 


‘don’t worry chile 
they'll find jobs 

like they suppose too' 
said mayor today 


‘but mr mayor 

without ga and food stamps 
momma an us kids 

will starve in the night 


my daddy thought 

wars was right 

so he joined 

and now his brain’s gone 
he jus not thinkin right 


pleeze mr mayor 
come see daddy 
and explain 

why ya taking way 
his only means 

for his family 


‘girl outta my way 
ya getting hand prints 
on my limozine 


your kind will 

never understand 
here’s a five dollar bill 
go see a movie or two' 


‘goodbye honorable mayor 
sorry i got your 
limo dirty today 


ill tell daddy 

to forget bout the war 

an when his flasbacks come 
ill xplain 


‘op being lazy 
et a job 
, Support 
your family 


we're so hungry 
daddy pleeze 
help us find 
sum food to eat’ 


food stamps gone 
ga too 

mayor says 

we gonna be 

all new 


no mo homeless 
in our face 
leadin our city 
down path 

of dis'grace 
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A homeless woman rummages through a garbage can for food. 


Downtown Berkeley 


by Joan Clair 


I walk past restaurants 
with recipes of food 
from all over the world 
among people with shopping carts 
piled huge with unfed possessions, 
stooping over sidewalks, 
their head to their knees, 
barely awake after nights 
of no sleep, 
who can’t cook anywhere. 


In India they’re used to people 
begging, starving on the street. 
Many believe it’s their karma. 


Please, God, in this country 
don’t let us get used to them, 
don’t let us be deceived 

that this is the way it has to be. 


Do You Ever Feel 
Like You're ina 


Dream 
by George Wynn 


"Listen to me"' 

Geary Street panhandler pleads 
Clutching my spare change hand 
"Damn my life 

wasn't always a dud 

I wasn't always slender 

I mean back in Denver 

I was a fat cat 

College grad 

Wore silk shirts 

Drank Bud 

Sold insurance 

Like that highbrow 

Poet Wallace Stevens 

I had it made 


‘When I lost my job 


| Llost my feelings 


When I lost my feelings 
I lost my babe 

When I lost my babe 

I lost my mind 

And here I am 

16 hours a day 

rain or shine 

a cup in my hand 

like the blind 


“J feel like 

I'm in a Cable Car dream 
Something bad gonna happen 
When we turn the corner 
Toward the bay 

Anyway it'd be for the best 

Sure would set my mind at rest:"' | 


homeless mothers 


everywhere 
by Judy Jones 


to homeless mothers everywhere 
your blood will not 
have been shed in vain 


for upon your fevered brows 
a laurel wreath will one day be 
placed by god most high 


and for the rest of eternity 
the glory of heaven 
will be your home 


| Invasive Species 


by Dee Allen 
Quick ecology lesson: 


A species of animal or plant 

From one ecosystem will transport 
Themselves to another, thereby 
Introducing themselves to it. 

Upon entering their new habitat, 

The introduced species will crowd out 
Native inhabitants, in a competition over 
Available resources, usually land. 
Soon after the introduced species will 
Extend their reach into other areas 
And repeat the process, which 

Places native species at risk. 

In addition, the numbers of invaders 
Multiply over time; then they become 
A permanent part of the ecosystem. 


This lesson applies 
To the inner city. 


Invaders 

From suburban tracts visit its 

Concrete canyons, valleys of steel & glass, 
Its avenues, its barrios, 

Epicenters of non-White culture; 

Then flood them with their amassing numbers. 
The working class & poverty class are 
Driven out, homes emptied. 

Cityslaves & bulldozers do the rest. 

Arising from out of nowhere, 

Shining new boxy Bauhaus rendition buildings, 
Affluence, soullessness & non-culture 

Cover every street corner. 

Monuments to smug, self-indulgent, 
Mock-European classiness. 

The urban habitat is now a 

City of the walking dead, for its 

Heart has already been impaled, 
Exsanguinated the moment the 


Invasive species gained their collective foothold. 


Meanwhile, streets are cleaner, walkable, 
Safer, as well-fed, well-dressed 

Newcomers sip their wine, eat brie & crackers, 
Making themselves at home. 


Photo by Dong Lin from his book One American Reality, Cypress Press. 


New Lady on the 


Block 
by George Wynn 


Only the Postman says hi 
to the myopic homeless Asian woman 
in an upscale neighborhood 
Sometimes the residents’ eyes 
follow her with disdain 

equal to the texture of her pain 
Rosary in hand 

she hangs out in the laundry 

across from the new church 


In a biblical sense 
what misfortune propelled 


her cycle of poverty 
Her vulnerable eye? 
No one in the neighborhood 
asks why 

Only mumble she is a bad 
woman and should leave 


A Young Street Poet 
Speaks 


by Claire J. Baker 


Sometimes I expect to die 
unknown, unheard before my time. 
I love the pigeons, need the sky. 
And so I struggle not to die 

on this gray street of Asking Why. 
Can silent poems be called sublime... 
No matter. I will never die 
willingly, before it's time. 


Being Idiots 
by George Wynn 


You go take a Joycean Stroll 
down pristine Maiden Lane 

Or any stinking Tenderloin alley 
Any San Francisco 

Concrete bed morn 

And you too will 

Mourn for those 

Without a home 

And have nothing 

But scorn 

For the ambitious 

Politicos under 

The gold dome 

Once again 

Being idiots together 

B.S.ing you 

They're well on 

Their way 

To solving homelessness 

In Baghdad by the Bay 
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Conditions of Life 
by George Wynn 


| Young man from Yakima tribe 
Watches astute players slamming 
Dominoes on Eddy Street 

Card table 

While two observers 

Pontificate on life 

"This evil fool 

And that evil fool” 

| Anger whistles in Yakima 

| Ex-infantryman's ears 

| Non-petty images 

| Of blindfolding 

Iraqi village elders 

| Tying their hands 

| Their wives 
Grandchildren screaming 


In SRO cell 
The dream of sweat lodges 
Becoming clean 
Compensates for a spell 

A feeling nauseated 

Beyond the word demeaning 


Simcha’s Message 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


Let’s play, Sue 
throw this tennis ball 
I'll retrieve it 
wagging all the way. 


You can laugh 

singing too may comfort 

but sweet, darlin’ Sue, remember 
to play a smidgen every day 
keeps your spirit supple 

makes you realize you are, 

come what may, 

makes you realize you are, 

even at your loneliest, 

makes you see that 

no matter how much you hurt 
makes you remember that 

you are indeed still 

alive. 


Backward & Forward 
Spring Morning 
by Claire J. Baker 


Line up the sun 
on a branch 
and you have 

a golden pearl 
at the edge 

of the galaxy. 


Galaxy 

at the edge 

of a golden pearl 
on a branch 
lined up with 
the sun. 


A Friend 


Dedicated to Anne 
by Woody Green 


Everyone needs a friend 

That someone who is always there 
Not only when times are good 

But even when life has become unfair 


Everyone needs a friend 

Someone to listen and understand 
Just because someone has fallen 
They are no less than woman or man 


Everyone needs a friend 

That someone to help them through 
And even though I need one 

I'm hoping you need one too 


I'm going through many problems 
And I'm lonely deep within 

All I know is that I need someone 
And that someone is truly a friend 


A homeless person in Oakland sleeps huddled under a blanket next to a shopping cart with all his belongings. 


Outskirts of Town 
by Claire J. Baker 


Near railroad tracks 
beyond a meadow 

not far from Big Water 

a hillside patch in shadows. 


On closer look: 


lavender lupine 

blue butterflies 

a backpack in clover 

an old man at rest 

native grasses bending over. 


What is his story? His glory? 
Does he have a shack? 
Was he out communing 
with nature? The future? 
Will this old man be back? 


Celebration 

by George Wynn 
BeforeI decay _ 
Before I go insane 

I daydream 

Of arranging words 

On paper 

Like Mrs. Dalloway loved 
To arrange flowers 
Writing like Jean Genet 
Donning a black leather coat 
Along Ocean Beach 
Taking one step 

At a time 

Sans a single fret 

In the shoes 

Of J. Alfred Prufrock 
No matter what 

The weather 

No matter what 

The terrain 

And the drag queens 
Will dance 

And the mermaids 

Will sing to me 

And set my pen free 
Flow, sea, flow 


Holding On > 
by George Wynn 
Whenever she felt troubled 
Her lavender mandala 
Scarf surrounded by 

A shower of white spaces 
Calmed her like doves 


She had faith as long 

As she gazed at her scarf 
She would be fine ° 

Her scarf had as much 


| Or the most sublime dream 


And deers of the forests did ~ 


Power as the tallest tower «| 


The Poet Speaks of Being 


Above the Low-Income Line 
by Nance Wogan 


So PG&E — 
Who don’t really want me to get that rebate — 
Has informed me of late 


Tells me I’m 35 dollars over the low-income line. 
Oh fine! 
Well jeeez 
Ole PG&E — puleese. 


But thank you veddy much. 
I had no ideeeeeeah of my misery. 


What shall I do with that extra $35 I wonder? 
Let me ponder. 


'For my cleaning lady, Well yes. 
Thirty dollars would clean up my mess. 


And the other five? 
A chapbook from a poet I know still alive 


That won’t squash the envy all right 
(As I wish it were mine they are selling tonight) 


Memorial Day Picnic 


For Homeless People 
by Maureen Hartmann 


They came in the hundreds, mostly men, 

a couple of apparently teenage girls, 

some disheveled more than others 

to the elegant feast, 

fried chicken, beans with pork, 

golden sweet corn, 

red bean and hominy bean salad, 

side dishes of black olive, 

artichoke hearts and red peppers, 

tuna salad for those who 

due to principles or health 

don't eat chicken, 

ice cream sundays. 

It was a celebration for the poor 

on a solemn day 

that middle class and wealthy people 
celebrate by barbecues 

or possibly visiting the graves 

of loved ones. 

What joy that there can be a rich dinner 

on this day and for a short time 

there can be unity among economic classes _ 
as we hope there can be unity among nations 
and we won't have to commemorate 

the dead in current wars. 


Mirrors 
by Michael Masters 


build a closet 
any size or shape 


I may see a shadow 
or reflection of me 
should I ever escape 


Tom Lowe photo’ 


THE RIG 


(after a James Miller photo) 
by Claire J. Baker 


The rig she pushes looks like 
a vintage baby carriage -- 
but piled high with stuff 

for possible survival. 


Is she her own only baby? 
Is she seasoned to top-heavy 
possessions? Depressions? 


She plods ahead in a nice area. 
Will hope grab her by the mane 
before she main-streams into 
continued downward spirals? 


This queen of the streets 
wears royal blue & purple. 
Who IS she? Sadly one spots 
gargoyles peering out 

from among the ragged piles. 


Temporary Insanity 
by Joanna Bragen 


Could it be 
This is just 
Temporary insanity 


Could it be 
That hope 
Is just around the corner 


Could it be 
That I will be at peace again 
And have more moments 

Of clarity 


Could it be 
That this was all a test 

Of courage, strength and love 
And though I thought 

I was losing it all 

I have finally won it back 


Could it be 
That peace will be here 

In the morning 

And sleep will come every night 


Could it be 
That this nightmare 
Is finally over 

No more fright 

No more fights . 

No more fear 
No more plight 


Could it be 
My journey is finally over 
And I have won again 
Could it be 

That I-can move on 
And live my life again 


i / Er 


r/ + 


June 2008 


Stone Wings 


by Julia Vinograd 


I need a new leg brace. 
The one I’ve been wearing 


| hurts too much to walk. 


I’m laid up, at least till Monday 

when I see a guy who’ll take a cast of my foot 

for the new brace. 

So bring me my stone wings, 

so heavy a dozen men couldn’t lift them. 

They were dug up at an archaeological find 
halfway around the world. 20 foot wingspan. 
Scientists argued which spirit or demon wore them. 
No. They’re mine. They only fly for me. 

Mother gave them to me when I first had polio 


STREET SPIRIT 


THE HOUSE 
by Husayn Sayfuddiyn 


Long time ago there was the numbers game 
No one knows from whence it came 

For lotteries are an ancient practice plied by 
the Players of Old 

Gamblers Anonymous seeking the Pot of Gold 

With Cards, Dice, the Games of Chance you play 
Until you learn that Poverty does not Pay 
Cast your Gold into the Pot 

Turn your Little into A Lot 

In the Market of Dreams of the House Man 
Looking for the Mark 

Be he outright swindler or a cold card shark 

A One-Armed Bandit or Wall Street Trader 


| and only clouds go floating by. 
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When The Rainbows Failed 


ito Come 
| by Husayn Sayfuddiyn 


When the Rainbows failed to come 

there were no silver linings leading to balmy days. 
Only days and nights of clouds and haze 
outlawing rainbows from the sky, 


Then no one could talk of peace but only war 
and begin to lie without keeping score 
everything bad became the good 
and the elected officials always misunderstood — 
when the Rainbows failed to appear, 

the world was filled with panic and fear. 


| We all read Engels, Mao, Marx. 


and she did my physical therapy. 
I don’t remember exactly what she said. 


But she blew a thousand years’ dust off the carved lines 


of each feather of my heavy stone wings 
while she urged me to push back harder 
against her hands. 

Just a little harder. 


Nothing’s harder than stone, my heavy stone wings. 


They helped. And they’!l help now. 
‘So bring me my stone wings again 
and let me fly. 


Sweet Solace 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


Her head, chest and front legs 
down to the ground 

tail held high, wagging, 

that play-with-me stance 

Simcha girldoggie took, 

it is there I shall rest 

when I am lost. 


I'll always find harbor in remembering the 
sweet choreography of Dad's mischief. 


As her living presence recedes 
I will comfort my worn spirit 
in the undying presence of Solange. 


Would that for briefest minutes, 
I might borrow my great-uncle Baruch's 
irrevocable certainty that I'll survive. 


Hanging On 

by George Wynn 

Perhaps there's a genesis and reciprocity 
In reading a quintessential master 

In the wee wee hours 

Of the anthropological reservation night 
After the impropriety of life 

Inebriates me into a shot glass 

Of duplicitous and nebulous despair 


Smiling Sleepily 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


I’d asked for a change in policy 

not mere favor nor personal privilege. 
Parrying cleverly my request she figured 
she’d duped me into selling out 

and shutting up. 


Finally I told her 
“Don’t get me wrong, I appreciate mine 
but I want everyone in need 
to have this discount.” 
Unceremoniously then 
she withdrew the discount 

saying now, no one will get it. 


Part of me regrets my stance _ 
| I needed that break 
| another part of me honors my bravery. 


: That night college memories 
of Santa Cruz came to me 


| Struggling under that narrow soft blanket 
| I’d smiled sleepily one night 

and giggling, told my bedmate of our 
mal-distribution of woolth. 


Exploiting their hoping on Sooner not Later 


Fools creating the Pot of Gold 


The Odds of Fortune winks 
Maybe once in a Lifetime 


Maybe when you're past your prime 
after the wine, dice and carouse 
they discover with shame that before every Game 
The Pot begins and remains 


In the House 


Ancestors’ Protection 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


Shot from sweet darkness into glaring light 
I am awakened each morning 
by a litany of worries. 


I must find fast 

a way to survive 

lest this reprieve from hunger ends or 
loneliness destroys me. 


At night making my way from bed 
through darkness 

I feel safe 

can relax 

no one then 

shall leave 

could hate 

will rage 

I move fluidly 

feel my ancestors’ protection. 


Unemployed Librarian 
by Michael Creedon 


Unemployed librarian 

Living in a men’s recovery home 
250 miles from his woman 

And not feeling too jazzed about it: 
A highly unsatisfactory situation 
And not much he can do about it 
Looking for a job 

Looking for peace. 


Unemployed librarian 

Feeling pretty good about self anyway 
Having accomplished a lot lately 

Having put one large dragon to rest 

And ready to take on others 

But needing a little reassurance 

From the one he loves, 

Another weekend with soul-mate Redding, 
And still aching for a little more truth. 


Unemployed librarian 

Listening to the Velvet Underground 

No longer a slave to 

Every sick destructive impulse passing by, 
Beginning to breathe normally, having 
Kicked nicotine alcohol and other drugs 
Tapping his foot on the floor | 

Got a good feeling in his chakras _ 

Still pushing for transformation in the 
Cauldron, still expanding for oe pion 


| In many dimensions 


Like tantric love tonight with Redding. 


Unemployed librarian 


| Achieving acceptance of loss 


Starting over with a clean slate 
A snake that’s shed his skin - 


| At the age of 64 


Again Againagain Ah Jer 

Again Unemployed librarian struggling 
To forgive self again 

Again 


Looking for a miracle not knowing when to stay or fold 
It's all in the Deal and not the Odds they think 


by Michael Creedon 


Sorry, sorry moon, 


And that just makes it worse. 


Is my conscience dead? 
I didn’t even blink. 


I’m so sorry, moon. 
I looked around and all I see 
Was you looking down on me. 


When he wakes up 
And needs a drink 
He’s gonna see you too. 


To still be half alive. 
Oh sorry, sorry moon — 
The things we make you see. 


Faith 
by George Wynn 


Whenever she was lonely 
Which was often 
She put her faith 


Into Nepturne 
God of the Sea 
Trekked to the Great Highway 
Spoke to the ocean 
As a kindhearted patient friend 


Be a Big Boy 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


We see it all the time 
the world suffers from it 


buck-up 
show no fear 
feel no pain 


He took a painful spill 
likeaman. 

It broke my heart. 
indopana by age eight. 


We wonder, fools that we are, 


in faraway lands 
what then is war 


Sorry, Sorry Moon 


I didn’t mean to make you cry 
When I took that half-full bottle. 
You see, I thought the man was dead. 


I just took the jug and then I ran. 


And he won’t know to be thankful 


this vicious conditioning of boys 


stiff-upper-lip your way through life 
we'll have no sissies here, understand? 


Walking home from the library 
I watched a boy, 8 or 9 years old 
zoom along on his shiny scooter. 


I knew attention ‘would embarrass him. | 


why our young men torture others a 


if not men’s deepest fear unhealed? 


While the Sun peered through the soddened sky 

as if a tearful, saddened, reddened eye 

no rainbow crowned the passing rain 
as if they will never come again 

since fear knocked upon each unanswering door 
and filled each home with human gore 

or stripped them bare and made them poor 

So everyone is looking out of their windows 
scanning the gloomy sky 

Searching in vain for a rainbow 

twas so long ago they said goodbye 


Out of Words 
by George Wynn 


Now that I'm sixty two 


Getting my due 
I've stopped dreaming of 
Writing a novella 

Just accepted 

Myself as a nice fella 

I just know 

I'm married to my pen 
Even when it 

Runs out of ink 

Most nights 

I'm too discouraged 

To think 

Things gonna be all right 
Between me 

And the written word 

It's that other world 
Outside my barred 
Window and broken door 
That makes me 

So damn sore 

City Hall slickers 

Sitting on their hearts 
Instead of giving 
Tenderloin poor folks 
Something more 


secrets of time 
by Judy Jones 

a corporation 

asked me for poems 

i would receive no pay 
only recognition 


what is recognition 
for being a receiver 
of the silent dreams 
of you and i 


how can i receive anything 
for being a vessel 
echoing the secrets of time 


could i put my name 
on the clouds ee 
sun moon and stars — = 


poetry is that 
whispered in our 
third ears 
beyond time 


it knows not o: 
but that youalone 

are seeking. 
the mysteries of life’ 
| thruapoet’spen — 


poets are only seen 
as prophets - 
upon their deaths 
and what does 
recognition mean then 


I've stopped worrying about 
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“FAUX STREET REVISITED.” The viewpoint of a homeless woman at ground level, as passers-by hurry past and ignore her. 


STREET SPIRIT 


June 2008 


LONOKE 


Painting by Christine. Hanlon, oil on canvas, 37 1/2” by 84” 
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was sleeping on a bench. They kicked and 
stomped on Beasely’s head and torso. 

Both teens are suspected in the beating 
of two other homeless people on Labor 
Day. One victim didn’t file a police report 
in order not to be known as a “snitch” to 
the police. This victim was beaten up by a 
group of men as he was sleeping. The 
man suffered leg fractures. 

Another man reported he was awak- 
ened along the banks of the Truckee River 
by a group of men who were beating his 


legs with a bat. Mark Mallory, assistant | 


manager for the Men’s Drop-In Center, 
said that seven of his clients, including the 
murder victim, Beasley, were assaulted by 
people believed to be housed. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Iwo Homeless Men Shot in 
Uptown Chicago 


September 6: In what appear to be 
unrelated incidents, two homeless men 
were shot in a 24-hour span. Phillipi 
Larrnarri, 32, was shot in the head while 
sleeping on a bench early in the morning. 
Two men were seen fleeing the area, 
which is known to have gang activity. 

That night, 29-year-old James Lane, 
who lived in a shelter, was shot in the 
street. He was arguing with someone 
before he was shot. The shooter remains 
unknown in both cases, though police sus- 
pect the murders are unrelated. 


St. Petersburg, Florida 
Homeless Man Killed Under 
Freeway Overpass 


September 13: Charles Cummings, 49, 
was found beaten to death under an inter- 
state on-ramp, a few feet from his belong- 
ings. Police believe Cummings was the 
victim of a group attack by men who had 
assaulted other homeless individuals 
around the same time period. 

The motive is unclear, but Sgt. Mike 
Kovacsev was quoted in the St. 
Petersburg Times saying, “Sometimes, 
[the homeless] are attacked just because 
they’re homeless. Sometimes, they are 
just victims of opportunity.” 


New York, New York 
Homeless Man Set on Fire 


October 5: Felix Najero, a 49-year-old 
homeless man, was set on fire outside of 
Bethany Christian Church where he rested 
for the night. The fire burned 75 percent of 
Najero’s body, spreading across his face, 


chest, and stomach. Najero died four days 
later in New York-Presbyterian/Weill 
Cornell Medical Center. 

Police have arrested Israel Torres, a 
29-year-old man from the Bronx, for the 
attack, charging him with attempted mur- 
der. Torres, a former prisoner, reportedly 
taunted Najero prior to the attack. Torres 
may be recharged with a more serious 
offense now that Najero is dead. 


Granite City, Illinois 
Homeless Man Beaten to 
Death for a Beer 


October 7: Police arrested Joseph Lee 
Raines, 17, and Brandon Bouck, 18, for 
the death of Thomas J. Muffler, 48. 
Raines and Bouck were charged with 
first-degree murder and robbery. 

They asked Muffler, who was home- 
less, to buy them alcohol, and when 
Muffler refused because they were under- 
age, they punched him. Later that night, 
the two boys saw Muffler with a beer, so 
they beat him and stole his beer. 

Muffler’s body was found in a residen- 
tial neighborhood, where he collapsed after 
the beating. An autopsy revealed he proba- 
bly died from complications of injuries 
(broken ribs and a pierced lung) he 
received. Bouck and Muffler could face up 
to 20 years in prison after pleading guilty to 
second-degree murder in April 2008. 


Abilene, Texas 
Homeless Man Beaten to Death 


October 27: Eric Raphael McMahon, 
48, was discovered severely beaten in an 
alley, and taken to the hospital. Next day, 
police removed him from life support. 

A witness described the two attackers 
as young men. One 15-year-old boy was 
arrested and sent to a juvenile detention 
center, but his name has not been made 
public due to his status as a minor. Police 
are searching for a second suspect. 

Sgt. Tim Schmidt, spokesman for the 
Abilene Police Department, told Dallas 
Morning News, “It seems like a senseless, 
violent act by people who have no respect 
for other people. It’s just a brutal act seem- 
ingly unprovoked.” 


Riverside, California 
Police Arrest Suspect for 
Murder of Homeless Man 


November 27: Police arrested 
Francisco Javier Hernandez, 18, for the 
stabbing murder of a homeless man. The 
victim, a 47-year-old man who is 
unnamed pending family notification, was 


found lying in the dirt with multiple stab 
wounds. The motive for the attack 
remains unclear. 


Ocala, Florida 
Homeless Man Beaten and 
Killed with Baseball Bat 


November 28: Robert Towns Leigh, a 
44-year-old homeless man _ from 
Tallahassee, was beaten with an aluminum 
baseball bat by two teens. James Roberts, 
18, and his cousin William Anthony Myers, 
16, admitted to police that they beat Leigh 
around 1:00 a.m. The two have been 
charged with capital murder. 

Leigh had been in Miami visiting a 
friend and intended on hitchhiking back 
up to Tallahassee. The teens claimed that 
they were “startled” by Leigh, who told 
them to leave him alone, and decided to 
go home to arm themselves. They 
returned to the bench and attacked Leigh. 

Richard, Leigh’s brother, commented 
to a Tallahassee news source about the 
death of his brother, “It’s just a senseless 
crime. I can’t believe this happened.” 


’ Missoula, Montana 
Homeless veteran suffers 
deadly beating to the head 


December 6: 56-year-old Forrest 
Salcido was found dead near the 
California Street footbridge in Missoula. 
According to police reports, Salcido was 
walking by two young men when he was 
Struck in the head and subsequently 
stomped repeatedly, up to 30 times. 

Anthony St. Dennis, 18, and Dustin 
Strahan, 20, are facing murder charges. 
Police say they were under the influence 
of alcohol at the time of the attack. 

Acquaintances of Salcido told 
Missoula News he was a “very sweet man, 
very intelligent, very humble, and very 
respectful.” The victim’s own nephew 
commented that every year he gave him 
small gifts at Christmas and he wonders 
now what his uncle went without in order 
to buy the gifts. 


Hayward, California 
Transient’s Severe Beating 
Leads to Death 


December 22: An intoxicated Robert 
Marr, 49, came into Hayward Fire Station 
No.2 suffering from a head injury and 
cuts on his face. Marr was transferred to a 
local hospital where he underwent surgery 
to treat his injuries. Police interviewed 
Marr when he was first admitted to the 


hospital. He told police he was beaten up 
by a group of men in their 20s. 

After being released from the hospital, 
he was found face down on Anita 
Avenue. He never regained consciousness 
and his family took him off life support 
on December 30. After reviewing the 
autopsy, his cause of death was a severe 
beating, escalating the case to a homicide. 


Phoenix, Arizona 
Repeated Taunts Turns Deadly 
for a Homeless Man 


December 25: Aaron Taylor, a 36- 
year-old homeless man, burned to death 
after being set on fire. When the Phoenix 
Fire Department arrived, Taylor was burn- 
ing with a concrete bench attached to his 
back. Taylor may have been duct-taped to 
the bench, which complicated all forms of 
rescue. The alleged suspects are three 
men, ages 17, 20, and 24. Due to the 
ongoing investigation, authorities have 
not revealed the identities of these men 
who have been accused of constantly 
harassing Taylor. 

One of the witnesses says that he saw 
the three men offering Taylor alcohol, and 
another witness reports that he saw the 
three men drinking with Taylor shortly 
before he was set afire. 


Hate, Violence and Death 
on Main Street USA 


The full report, “Hate, Violence 
and Death on Main Street USA,” is 
available online at www.nichp.org - 
and www.nationalhomeless.org. 

For more information on the report, 
contact Maria Foscarinis, NLCHP execu- 
tive director (Mfoscarinis@nlchp.org, 
202/638-2535) or Michael Stoops, NCH 
acting director (Mstoops @nationalhome- 
less.org, 202/462-4822). 


The National Law Center on 


Homelessness and Poverty’s mission is 
to prevent and end homelessness by 
serving as the legal arm of the nation- 
wide movement to end homelessness. 
To achieve its mission, NLCHP pursues 
three main strategies: impact litigation, 
policy advocacy and public education. 


The National Coalition for the 
Homeless’ mission is to end homeless- 
ness and poverty. NCH seeks to accom- 
plish its mission. through policy advoca- 
cy, public education, research, commu- 
nity organizing and empowering the 
homeless population. 


